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NECESSITY 1 


Human "A TIONS, 
OO. Tlroving it to be a 


4 FANATIC ISA. 


. Treated in a Manner wholly New. 
"I To which is added, 
Wo | Some Heaps; b way of Inſtruction, 
1 for a Defign'd ure of RATIONAL 
a MoxraLliTyY and REL1c1oN; attempting a 


compleat Syſtem, deduc'd from a Conſidera- mA 
tion of MANI in the State of Nature. 5 


In which is ſhex dd. 
by * | That enforcing Things for Religion en 


Vniverſa! Reaſon, is not conſiſtent with Britiſh 
Liberties and Britiſh Underſtanding rn. 
5 . 
— we the Efaln, F Human — 
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A 1 . to Feen the 
Want of a Liberal and Aca- 
demical Education, as well 
as ſome to remove the Bi- 
gotries |receiv'd-thereby, a- 
mong other Helps which 
they have in this City, do. often: meet in So- 
cieties ſor their mutual Improvement. Some 
ar | 7 B of 


| 8 
— 


(a) 
of theſe have attained to great Proficiencies 
in uſeful Arts and Sciences, and to be bene- 
ia Members of the Commanwealth; and 
o this we-ig a great Meaſure owe the Height 
Learning and Civil Liberty we now enjoy. 
t there are alſs-Philological Gentlemen, ns 
ſome affect to be call'd, who with more Fire 


than Reaſon, and more Pride than Learning, 


- make it their Buſineſs to endeaygur to co we 
in all Arguments. The Requiſites to this, 


are 2 a Number of Technical Terms ©” 


form .a_Cant. of Language, which may 
ba a Shew of: Philoſophy ; it is not much 
to the Purpoſe whether they have any Know- 
ledge of the Reaſon and Nature of Things, 
for Truth 1s far from being principally regar- 
ded, if this is accompanied with e- 
nough to form Sylogiſms; 2 bold Aſſurance, 
and the Happineſs of a Volubility of _ 

they are | qualify*d to r upon the M 
deſt and Diffdent. | 
| Many young Men, tho' of good 9 
ries, yet diſtruſtſul of themſelves, and eager 
alter Knowledge, do liſten 00 readily to 
every Novelty which has the Shew of Phi 
ſloſophy: This is for want of having their 
Minds rightly: fortify'd at firſt; whereby 
often become the. Dupes of theſe- Philo 

= and are chereby rm es in their 
 Lndable Furſuits. 
| 8 e To 


Cs.) 


T0 prevent which, when a Man fets out on a 


Progreſs to improve his Underſtanding and fur- 
niſh himfelf with Knowledge, he muſt be Re · 


ſolute to compare Things as they are in Natura; 
that is, as they appear to right Reaſon, and by 
general Evidence to be related one to another; 


which right Reaſon is no other than com -· 
mon Senſe, but it is uwIvER SAL cunmnon Senſe,; 
he muſt arm himſelf with Manly. Fortaude, 


nauever to be flatter d, betray'd, or forc'd out 


of this common Senſe. After: forming this 

| Reſolution, he muſt be diligent and ready in 
attending to every thing which has the, Pres 
tence: of Information; and Inſtruction. But 
befides this, he muſt alſo propoſe. AN END; 
never to be out of View, Which is that by 


the Knowledge he is endeavouting at, He 


may be more capable of directing his Ac. 


tions, fo as they may conduce to his Honour, 
Pleaſure, and Proſperity: By this Means he 
will be happy himſelf, and a Beneſit to So- 
ciety. A Man who has not this Ed and 


this Fortitude, is uſeleſs to himſelf and the 


World : He may attain to multiply ſonorous 
Words with little or no Meanings; may catch 
ſuperſine and ſuperſicial Notions, but his 
Paſſions and Weakneſſes are liable to be 
made the Property of every deſigning Prieſt 
or pedantick Pretender to R ip who 
is ——_— of dictating to him. 

B 2 Therg 
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There is arThiſpoſition- too often ſound in 
| | Men; of defiring' Dominion over others; wheti 
this is in a Soldier, he fights, and endeavours to 
cudgel People into Slavery. A Man who 
deals in Words and Letters, betrays them 
into it with Söphiſtry, and Amuſement of 


uncommon Terms, to perſuade them he is 


wiſer, and x No better how to govern. 


Mr. Hobbs lived in a Time when any f 


Fellow, Who could invent a new Notion and 


get a Text of Soripture to back it; if he 
had but Courage enough io ſpeak in publick, 
never faild'of gaining ſome Proſelytes to ad- 


mire him, and gape in his Mouth for fine 
Inſtruction: Here were Power and Slaves 
gain'd pretty edſily. 0 0 88 Nl 

One would be almoſt apt to think, that 


Mr. Hobbs had a Mind to ſhare the Diverſion | 


with theſe Religioniſts, and ſee if he could 
not place Words and ſophiſtical Arguments 


ſo as to catch and delude ſome Part of 


Mankind to himſelf. Hef found many 


wrought up to a Hatred againſt theſe Re- 
ligioniſts, for their Knavery and Foolery; 


and improving on theſe Men's Paſſions, he 

work'd them up to liſten to his Doctrine Of 
the Neceſſity of Human Actions, which pretending 
philoſophically to overthrow the whole 
Scheme of Mofality as Well as of Religion, 
Wy Natural or Reveal'd. When _ 
— f O 


\# 


©) 


of ſtrong Paſſions find Means put into their 
Hands to zuſtify themſelves in the Gratifca- 
tion of their Paſſions, they will never think 
it their Buſineſs to examine too ſtrictly into 
the Truth and Reaſon of that Means; it is 
ſufficient for them that it ſerves their en 
and raiſes an Amuſement. 1455 
I will not pretend to ſay W this was . 
Mr. Hobbes Deſign, becauſe I take no lea - a 
| ſure in calling his or any. Man's Sincerity | 
ll in Queſtion, tho there is Reaſon to doubt it, 
| as would appear, were it worth while to 
— to thoſe Tracts he has wrote on ſo uſe- 
” leſs and unſocial a Subject as this Doctrine of. - 
the Neceſſiy of Human Actions, which I am 
5 now going toſhew, affords no Matter for Phi- 
| loſophical Argumentation, but is as con- 
5 ſtemptible a Notion as was ever produc d by | 
| an Enthuſiaſtical Monk, or a Roherucian Phi- 
loſopher. 7 
iy Buſineſs in Life, IL perceive, is to for- 
rh: © Men againſt ſuch Impoſitions, where- 
1 ever they are to be found ; and not only to 
Prieſts, but alſo to the Enemies of Prieſts, 
am I an Antagoniſt, if they endeavour to 
confound the Yoderfandiogs of Men to their 
Detriment. | 
For there is one End Which it is to be ex · 
peRted I muſt always purſue, and that is, the . 
| Cha as demonſtrating the Uſefulneſs 
| of 


a1 
. » * 0 
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cf my own eaſy and natural Manner of Kea“ 
foning; and therefore whatever Propofitiots 


or Doctrine I think proper to argue on, or 


to exmiue the Truth of, my Reader muſt b 


contented with me to de reduc'd from Meta- 


phyfical Flights and Subtilties to plam com. 


mon Senſe, from whence lone wWe are able 
to form ſuch an univerſal Criterion of Truth, 
as an Antagoniſt durſt not refuſe who' Jaluds 
his Reputation for Setiſs and Honeſty, For 
There is an eternal Diſtinction of Things; 
one thing is not another, Bitter is not ſweet, a 
Mountain is not 4 River, Theft is not Ho- 
neſty, Love is not Wart. 
The Application of Names TOP to Things, 
and our Agreement in underſtandimg what 
one another means by thoſe Names, demon- 
ſtrate the Uniyerfality of it; àtid were it not 
for this univerfal. Kprocinar in the Diftin- 
Aion of Things, we ſhould have had"no/Uſe 
for Words and Language; our Appetites, 
Paſſions, Sympathies and Antipathics may be 
different; but our Perception of the Relation 


and DiſtinAion of Things on the fame Pro- | 


W of Evidence cannot differ. A 
Therefore is it, that tho” one Man loves 
1 in a Glaſs of Wine, and another 
hates it, yet he that loves it does not ſay it is 
Sweet; he makes the fame Diſtinction bes 
yen. ark and Sugar, 'or Silt, which the 


9 | 
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other doch; and tho he puts it in bis Wine 


in a Morning, he nnen in his Soup: in 
ſtead of Salt. | 


From hene then will wiſe chis Criterion . 


5 of Truth, 


e 


. in their Nature, and their unalterable Diſtin- 


ctions, and as they appear to his own and 
to every bady's common Senſe, ſpeaks Truth. 
Whoſoever ſpeaks of Things contrary. to 


; chair Nature, td their Diſtinctions, and to their 
own and e a eee Senſe, ſpeaks 
2 Falſity. | 


In arguing to this Criterion, our Reaſoning | 


Conceptions of the Mind, and they may be 
the Netions, . Ideas, Perceptions,. or Conceptions 
of one Man only, or one Set of Men: Ou 


Reaſoning muſt: be_ univerſal; therefore, on 


Things themſelves, their viſible and ſenſiple 
Relation as they appear to all Mankind, and 
then our Concluſion will be univerſal. 

Mr. Hobbs, (tho? I have no 8 Fo . 
fingle out particular Men, therefore him) or 
thoſe who follow him, aſſert and pretend to 


prove a General Mechaniſm ; and if they have 


any Conſiſtency in their Scheme, one part of 
it with another, or any End to which they 


direct their Aim, it is. this: That Things 
operate one on another by Contact, Material- 
745 be | Y . x ly, 


muſh not be on Ing.as 3 for Mental Ideas are 


ns Mb, ©. 
g 55 5 : 9 8 . 
ly, 2nd Mechanically. Now it was an appa · 
rent Obſtruction to this Theory, that 4 Man's 
Addons were not Mechanical, becauſe they 
generally aroſe from within "himſelf and his 
_ own Mind; therefore this Hypotheſis would 
not hold univerſally,” and conſequently this 
Objection muſt be remov'd; for it was no 
great Difficulty; as they chought, to imagine, 
the World and Things contain'd' might dance 
themſelves, by Chance, as $ Epicurus taught, in- 
to this admirable Order, or were ſo as they 
now are from all Eternity; and there was 
neither Choice, Intelligence, nor Agency, in © 
the Production of them. But here lies the 
*. . Difficulty ; we think we' ſee, ' and experi- 
mentally know, that Men cannot produce 
Things, nor perform Actions, without 
. Thoughts, Intelligence, Invention, and Agency ; 4 
at leaſt, we had ſo little Philoſophy, that 
we did not know but we ſaw this, and there- * 
| fore in good and generous Actions we were 
apt to embrace ourſelves with Pleaſure at the 
Delight of having been the Authors and a 
gents of good and pleaſing Things; and in 
dad Actions, People have hitherto been Lool- 
iſh enough to relent and give way to a certain · 
1 | Chimerical Conſciouſneſs, © (for ſo it ſeems 
= * - . they ſay it is) and think they deſerved Cen- 
ſure, and even Puniſhment, and be often Me- 


N upon it. Now, to remove this Ob- 
a ſtruction 


1 
ſtruction to the eſtabliſhing the Hypotheſis of 
a general Mechaniſm! we: are. told, chat we 
are not Agents but Patients, and, are acted 
upon by ſomething without us; and Robbery | 
is not the Orizinal Action, Mill, and Choice of « 
the Thief, but the Conſequende of a Fre 
upon him from fomething withovt Him, com- 
enn en 
tion. T9182 * 
Novy, this ſeems to be ſuch a daring At- bs 
tack upon our common Senſe, of  whichi'we 
are ſo tenaciouſſy fond, that: it is Tequiſite;to = 
examine the Caſe by ourſelves a little, and 
ſee what Proofs we have of our being Agents ; 
to fortify ourſelves with Arguments for it or © 
xt leaſt to furniſh out-Queſtions in order to 
2 perfect Satisfaction before | we imbibe ſo 
new, ſurprizing, and dangerous an Opinion. N 
The firſt Reaſon which offers itſelf to 
4 prove I am a /ree' Agent, is, that I can take up 
| this Fen, and I can lay it down again; ad 
' tis I do purſuant to Refle#ions, Concluſions, 
and Reſolutions in my Mind, which chuſes 
ſuch an Action as proper to iluſtrate my Ar- 
gument with: That there is ſuch Reflection; : 
Choice, and Reſolution in taking up the Pen is 
indiſputable Fact: As is alſo, that ' my Nn 
or (if you will?) myſelf i is more capable of this 
thau my Pen, or and other inanimate T__y 
| without me. SO; i 
1615 * 3 "Se: 
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19 Skeondly, The [Reaſon why 1 think that 


dur. Actions are not inipell'd from any thing 
1thout the Mind, and that there is no mate». 
val 'Comalt betten the Object and the Mind 


„ forcing» Action, is: There are no Thiewſb 


Navin, either Natural or Chymical, in the 
Gold in a Miſer's Cheſt, or the Money ina 
Man's Pocket, Dd forcing the Thief to 
' ſteal them. 

- Thirdly, 1 think it was in my Power nof 
to have done the Action, but to have let it 
alone, and done a contrary Action, or to 
have ſtopt in the Aae of it and not have ff. 


15 niſh'd ite 770 WW + 


i Iican't help perceiving, (if 1 a p myſelf 


. to petceive) that tuo and tp make four; but 1 
can: ſpeak, and Speaking is an Action, and 
_ ſay; tuo and tuo are five: I know there was 


a. Fotentiality, or, in plain Enghſh, :a Power 
in; my. Mind of hindering my Tongue from 
uitering the Words to the Moment they were 


utter d: And I alſo know, that while the 
. Words were ſpeaking I oould have ſtopt in 


the Middle f the Sentence, or in the Middle 


1 oa one Word, and not have finifh'd it. 
Theſe three Propoſitions ſeem to me to 
contain the Sum and Account of every Fact 


and Appearance to Henſe which can oſſer itſelf 
in the Caſe, and to every one who can read 
them and compare , the Terms . them to- 

| ether! 


(mY) 
gether: They are Univer8&aL:SELr-rgyi- * 
- DENT. Coxcbusfoxs, which require no far- 
ther r ee nor Series of Argumerit 
to prove them. WE eee eee en 

„ Natwittitading 1 have not n 

1 eſteem'd, Philoſophical Language, but 
have deliver d myſelf in plain and familiar 
Terms, yet theſe are Proofs: to Senſe, and 
therefore in Fact. arè Phyſcal-Proofs. | 1. >! 
. No, if any Gentleman has à Mind to in- 


us in a Thing we are ignorant of, and 3 
ky tells us wie are in the Wrong in thinking our 


Actions are” free, we expect he means td 
_ ſhew us that we have not taken in alle the » 
Fach and Appearance to Senſe which ſhould 
be conſider'd in forming and compleating our 

2 three Self. evident Propoſitions: a} 
And ſuch is our Itch of Curioſity after No- 
' velties,, that tho the Propoſal is in direct Op- 
Folition to commen Setiſe, / yet we liſten 
gratefüllly and with Attention, expecting his 
ſewing ſueh univerſal Facts and — 


ces on this Side of the Queſtibn; and ſtand 


ready, on ſeeing them, to add them or fub- 
ſtract from the Account. drawn up in our 
aforeſaid Conchafions ;' that is, We expect as 
ſtrong Phyfical Probfs and Mathematical De. 
monſtrations to the re a8 iv done ic 
the e Caſe. M1362 49 *M; n 
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An Aftronomer comes to us and! ſays; tho? 
you ſee, -as/you'think, the Sun · go rund the 
Earth, yet I will prove to yqu that it does 
not go round the Earth, but the Earth turns 
round to the Sun : This, at firſt, is oppoſite 
to common Senſe; but obſerve; which: Way 
he: goes abaut to prove it He takes you 
inta à Boat on River, and ſhews you, 
when it ſwims eaſily by, the Land, that the 
Land ſeenis to: mòve and not the Boat; and 
if. another Boat is near you, it would not be 
eaſy to Eno Which of the to Bets moy d., 
This invincibly proves, that the Surs /ceuing. 
to go round the Earth is nd Proof it does fog | 
for it: would eco. fo if. the Earth went round = 
to wat; and; this is a clear and juſt Reference 
to Fact, and univerſal Appearance te Senſe; 
JT0 /g on fartber in his Pe ha ſhews, us 
the Planes and heir various and different | 
Places ; » demonſtxates: Mathematically, their 
* Magnitudes, -Diances,). and, Courſes. round 

Sun z, pats A Teleſcope in your Hand, 
Which yAu; 51 1 Sacelites perform 8 
Courſe, round Tapir ., and, can tell their. 

Times, Places, and Returns; then he proves: + 
that the Moon performs a. Heurſe round this 
Farih; and if the Earth mpyes: 7 n 
ar ſuch certain Times, we ſhall. ſee Jupiter 
in ſuch a-Part- of the Heavens, and alſo : 
ther of the Planets, and his Galculatigns come 

N N N 2 true: 1 


1 „„ can hs 
true: Then he reaſons on its being more like - 
ly that ſo vaſt a Body as the Sun, and at ſuch 
an immenſe Diſtance, ſhould. remain in the 
Center to warm and enlighten the whole 
than that it ſhould take ſuch a vaſt Coum 
paſs only for the Service of · this Earth, which 
Service is alſo better-perform'd' on this Hy- 
potheſis. ;-- „„ ot toner res: - ESA 
Nom, here is ſuch an Harmony in pro- 
ving Things an this Manner, that the Mind 
is delighted and fatisfied ; and it appears to 
. common Senſe, if not paſitively certain, yet 
in the higheſt Degree of Probability, and the 
appoſite Hypdtheſis is inharmonious, unſi- 
tisfactory, and improbable. 


Ihe Attack upon our, common Senſe, by 
the Neceſſitarians, is much more violent and | 
ſhocking than this; for it touches us in eyery 
tender and valuable Fart; it deſtroys all our 
Notions of: ſocial and political Good and Evil, 
and is in direct Oppoſition, to every rational 
Syſtem of natural and moral Philoſophy; ne- 
verthelefs, y muſt with Courage and Re- 
whether aue lite it gr uot, and therefore we will 
attend to this Novelty in Philoſophy, and 
reaſonably deſſre as ſtrong Evidence on their 
Side of the Queſtion as we have brpught on 

ours. But while we are expecting ſuch 8 ; 
PP ay * 
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ical and Mathematical Demonſtration as the 


Aſtronomer gives, behold! out come two or 
three unintelligible ambiguous Forms 2 
| Speech calld Propoſitions. 


The firſt which Mr, Hobbs ſets our with b, 


thar de concetves "nothing takes Beginning from 
, Jelf, but from the _ of Jome amen a 
ein wil holt its fel. 
Now. he muſt mean * his that Things 10 
their material and natural Exiſtence did not 
' create. themſelves; and then wWho dif] ſputes 


with him; but tis evident by the Sequel, he 


_ defign'd ſomething oppoſite to this; or, fe- 


coridly, he meant to aſſert, that Men's Actions 


take Beginning from ſome immediate Agent | 


without himſelf, and then it is a preſumptuous 
Aſſertion, without ſo much as attempting a 


Proof, of a Falſity in Fact, againſt univerſal' 
Evidence and every Man's Experience. 


Or elſe it is a diſhoneſt Attempt to impoſe 


i: on Men's Underſtandings by the Means of a 
ſilly Sophiſtry, and playing with Words to. 


draw them into à Gonceſſion to the Terms 
of his Propoſition on one pretended Mean. f 
ing, and then play off another by the equivo- 
cal Uſe of Words, like a School-Boy ; who 


*. __ draws. his Companion in to own himſelf to 
de an Animal, and then that 
| VIRGIN 3 cher "with. is" HOP! A of 


exery Aſs is an 


Speech 
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(33) 
Speech with Mr. Hobbs, concludes upon him 
that he is an Aſs. 


So he draws them in * Men's Addions 4 


are ſomething"; then neither Man nor any 
thing elſe took its Beginning from its ſelf, but 
from ſomething without its ſelf ; therefore 
Men's Actions take their Beginning from 
ſomething without himſelf. 

The next Propoſition to be confider'd, is 
the mighty one, and that which contains the 
whole Force of this great and wondrous Do- 

dtrine. Every Effeft has its Cauſe, and every 
ſufficient Cauſe muſt produce it? Effect. 


I am really of this Opinion, if I under- 


ſtand it; for I ſay that every Action of Man 
is the Effect of ſome Cauſe, and every Man's 
Mind is a en dau to produce its 


Effect. . 8. a 


But ſtay, 8 a Vecefſitarian, we have a 
contrary Meaning by - this Propoſition; to 
which I anſwer, That I refer to any Man oF 


common - Underſtanding in the Uſe and Ap- . 
plication” of Words, and deſire them to tell 


me if this is not as proper · and juſt. an Ap- 
plication of the Words as can be drawn from 
it; and if you have two Meanings in it, one 
in "Oppoſition to the other, I ſay it is a kna- 
viſh Propoſition, and ought to be, receiv'd' 
with Reſentment. If it is unintelligible, and 
no an ing can be found by- an 


o 
* 


im- 


| de an Animal, and then that 


* 


60 


fical and Mathematical Demonſtration as the 
Aſtronomer gives, behold! out come two or 
three unintelligible ambiguous Forms E, 
| Speech call'd Propoſition. 
The firſt which Mr, Hobs. les out with i is, 
that Je conceives /nothing takes Beginning from 
A, ſelf, but from The a he Jome amel: 
Heut wil hout its fell. 1 
Now. he muſt mean by this, that Things in 
N their material and natural Exiſtence did not 
creste themſelves; and then who difputes 
with him; but tis evident by the Sequel, he f 
defign'd ſomething oppoſite to this; or, fe- 
condly, he meant to aſſert, that Men's Actions 
take Beginning from ſome immediate Agent 
without himſelf, and then it is a preſumptuous 
Aﬀertion, without ſo much as attempting a 
Proof, of a Falſity in Fact, againſt univerſal 
| Evidence and every Man's Eperidnice: Fre 
Or elſe it is a diſhoneſt Attempt to impoſe 
on Men's —— by the Means of a 
ſilly Sophiſtry, and playing with Words to. 
draw them into à Conceſſion to the Terms 
of his Propoſition on one pretended Mean. 
ing, and then play off another by the equivo- 
cal Uſe of Words, like a School-Boy; who 
draws. his Companion in to own himſelf to 
eyery Aſs is an 
i nn 4 he with the OP: 1 of | 


Speech 


(15) 
With Mr. Ts, concludes ** him 
that he is an Aſs. '- ++ 
So he draws them in to on Men's Actions 
are ſomething; then neither Man nor any 
thing elſe took its Beginning from its ſelf, but 
from ſomething: without" its ſelf; therefore 
Men's Actions take their Beginning. from 
ſomething without himſeli. 

The next Propoſition to be aufder, is 
the mighty one, and that which contains the 
whole Force of this great and-wondrous Do- 
ctrine. Every Effeft bas its Cauſe, and every 
ſufficient Cauſe muſt produce it? Effet. 

I am really of this Opinion, if I ad. 
ſtand it; for-I ſay that every Action of Man 

is the Effect of ſome Cauſe, and every Man's 
Mind is a ſufficient ual to N its 


Effect. 3 yo 


But ſtay, 8 a Mecelltarian, we have a 
contrary Meaning by - this Propoſition; ; to 
which I anſwer, That I refer to àny Man & 


common Underſtanding in the Uſe and Ap- 


plication of Words, and deſire them to tell 

me if this is not as proper · and juſt· an Ap- 
plication of the Words as can be drawn from 
it; and if you have two Meanings in it, one 
in "Oppoſition to the other, I ſay it is a kna- 
viſh Propoſition, and ought to be receiv'd' 
with Reſentment. If it is unintelligible, and 


no COTS ee 
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eme Reader of it, I wen lay ii is 4 filly 
- one, and to be treated with Contempt and 
Ridicule ; and therefore, ti yeu are agreed 
among yourſelves in _mending it, or makirig 

a better, I ſhall 2 Re a 

to: conſider it in a ſerious Manner. . 

The · next Propoſition is, as I unk, Here 

z2 8; but its no matter whoſe it is: I conf 
Aeker it as 1 do the others, as tie preſent Ne- 
| eeffitarians gives it us, whatſoever 18 $0, 
eriviſe than it 


4 that it could not have been oth 
ü, is NECESSARY 3\ Men's Actions AR E $0 4s 
, that they could not have been orheranſe, theres 
fore. they are neceſſary. 2 20 nel t, 
Now if by this they mean, that Weben 4 
Man has ſhot another thro” the Head and 
Will'd him, that the Action is as it could not 
. have been otberwiſe; that is, the Adion of Nil 
uu is dbne,,"and'it is no other than Killmg. - 
Why really, if they mean this, I don't know 
ht on very · mature Deliberation, as ſuen 4 
· weighty Matter deferves, but the Propoſition 
may have ſome deep Philoſophical Truth in 
tit; and WFfo cat properly enough admire the 
. moſt: profound Wiſdom and be Ins 
| Kimi of ie Author of it? 8 
But if he means, that it was not in a Mair's 
Power to help Killing, I am afraid he is 4 
Knave and tells Lies; . and Jam apt to think 
ene good Men and write wonlE be of my 


. | | — a 


has apy. thing+to. do with it, 


(a7) 


pigiap,.. 1& ald have: been glad to ha ave I6+ 
oo [him — * 2 He for an wif 805 
dow't know bow. it is, whether I. a 

hull or not learned endush at preſent; | 
can't ſee any Art or Science, or Syſtem « 


_ Philoſophy, whether Natal or Marel, that 


be 
therefore he contented to he y fl by the 750 
aud then he will fing, that, when the 1 Flo 
Was at the Man' s Head, he might have ch. 
Penn got to have rd it; or, with a Turn 'Y 
| n ar 


- This is an Joſiance of Falt, and -gepugnant 
to Mechaniſm; Or, to give à ſtronger Inſtancę, 
a Man may purpaſe a Joumey and go for- 
Ward, and Without any external Object offer 
. ing 10 him at all, by Sight, e Hegling, 
or a other Senſe, he can ſtop and not gp 


forward, and change that Progteſs or Motion + | 


he (was in, far another Motion. A Man is 
therefore determin d to Action, Jpontaneanfiy, 
and 4th himſelf, that is to ſay, by his n 
Mind.; and it is a Self evident Falſity. to ſay, 
His Actions are begun ſrom any thing alen 
Kim; which is the Aſſertion a Doctrine of 
the H, and is not only repugnant tp 
Common Segſe, but alſo repugrant to 6- 
very Art and Science, or Sypſtem gf Philolo- | 
vu, founded on * ind evident Princis, 
* | ples. 


2 e DEED 


34 _ Mechaniſm contrary to i 
4 of Mechaniſm, and therefore a filly Ab- 


Tenge ; Which is not the Subject of Argu- 
ent, and only proper for Ridicule and Con 
Lnipt. © F . . 99 tr: 3 

The Laws of Motion, with we commoni- 
I call Sir J/aac Newton's, are found in Nature, 
and every Phenomenon of Matter in Motion 
or at Ref, declare aloud the Truth of them: 
The Ductil Heterogene and perturbated Par- 
ticles of Ait; nor che thoſt rare and ſubtil'of 
_ . Light: of the Sun, cannot ſtop themſelves 
when in Motion, nor change the Direction or 
Line of Motion in which they are, and chufe 
another Line, nor when they are, at Reſt can 
they put themſelves in Motion; for all Matter 
1s inert and paſſive,-and wholly void of Power. 
And if ever theſe Neceſſitarians appear again 
in Print, they muſt firſt of all publiſh a Treatiſe 
of Mechanical Philoſophy 'in Oppoſition to 
the general receivd Laws of - Mechaniſm ; 


"alſo ſhewing the Falſity of Sir Iſaac Newton's 


Three Laws of Nature; to which, if they 
Pleaſe to add, a Diſſertation on the Difference 
between the Generous and the Mercantile 


| Particles of ſome Gold, and the avaricious 


of other, Deviviiitivg how they may be 


| Aiſtinguiſh'd'by Colour and Feeling, * * 
"BY: Abe On will be ee to bx vt 


* 0 $64 Cov OE Ki4 idr. * 
* ' Nah 


b 
1 


1 


: tion to the receiy:d and well-known Laws ot 


= ( 19 "of 7 5 
Neither let them think, that I ſay this I 
for the Sake of ſaying a nan h Prey 


zs a juſt Demand upon them, 290" what 7 


1414 AV; » NCY 


cannot excuſe themſolyes from. 1 S . 
They have adyanced a-Poſition, in Oppoß 


Nature, without ſhewing us our Error in ta: 
king thoſe for Laws of Nature which. are not 
ſo, or without giving us a New Syſtem of the. 
Laws of Nature, of their own; they are n 
therefore. on 2 Fhiloſophical Foundation, n 


can any ere A Te addreſs 8 


to them. 7 * | 1481 
When a Man 72550 A Flouriſh or Vol . 


| tary. of his own, extempore, on a Harpficord, 
bis Fingers move ſwiftly ;: yet ſome Keys are 
choſen, others skipt over, purſuant to a regu- 
lar conceiyd Deſign in his Mind; and eve rx 


Note is rug fos'p, tho as it were SER: 
cull, yet before he ſtrikes it. 


5 den, Del ag and Regularity, in 73 — 
An ori will ſay, this Invention, Deſign, 


and Regularity is in 8 of the Harpſi - 
7 or in any inanimate ( Object or Objects 


Ait bout him, is as arrant a Fanatical Enthu: 


faſt, as any Pretender to Inſpiration, and as 
ſuch ought. to be treated; ; if under a Deluſion, 


Ds with Pity and Inftruction; if a defigning Hy: 
92 8 with Reſentment; but er. ta be 


S150 5 hand: 


tie apt Er 
Welke # pag. 
cane — 6 10 dee Joie Mor ge 


chem,  becmife there" art gol à N Who tell 
„ey iff from Es Ae in his Nas 
bety; nexertheleſs, ey by Men's 8 
are neceſſary, föm 216 Ke Which fores 
them to do as they do, and they cotta 5 
at aby timte Have done other wife. 
„They lay down 2 very gos, and, WY 
chmk, N "Which 


J 1 heteaily def. 
ey 15 . x Have no Remarks ts make, 


nor  ObjeQions to the Pt topofition ; Tor I think, 


atitis How: ir is EGS N- 
it and FORGLBLY done by ee, 
in the Cauſd of dur Differeesss ; 
The Moti ves are; Honour, Pleaſure, Bu, 
L -aad other of the ſams Nature; theſe, . 
A or ariſe, g 


there, 


. 


{ 


4 


a Fodt about: this Buſineſs. 
| theſe fine Gentlemen and Ladies, and how. 1 


there, I is no rest Matter which; they ard — 
there before' a Man can aft, and they puſn 
him on to Actions which be is necefitared to 

do, and can't avoid. As for Example fake, 
Lunderſtand they mean it is perſom d tus: 
Mi Pleaſure: comes into the Cranium, and 

fits her down on the Glandula Pinealis; calls 

| Erratiti: Boy WIIIL to her, ànd ſays, he muſt. 
fhew his Maſter to ſurh a Lady: Immedi⸗ 
ately aſter dome three Gentlemen in furr'd 
Gowdas, like Judges, I fuppoſe Brethren, be- 
cauſe all of one Sur-Nathe, chat is, Dr rx - 
NINA Tre N and they give each their Sen- 
thnee abont the Fitneſs of it, in Oppoſition ts 
one another, Vll at length, one of che great: 

eſt Power, my Lord Chief Juſtice, loft Deter 
mination; bid WII L. ſtop, and not yo yet. 
During this, in comes -»y Lord Honont, aud 

be takes Miſs Plraſure by the Hand and leads her 
quite out ef the Room; ſeating himſelf in her 
Flace, and ſays poſitively, eee 


ee adurther Aetee 


coneery'd- they uſually proceeded in tranſaQs - 
ing ſuch Affaire; my Antagoniſt fell a Laugh - 
ing, and aſk'd me What I meant; to which' E 
anſwer d, If. I was wrong in their Dignities 


dr Diſtinctions, I was ſorry, and hoped he 


* ſet * t and alſo deſcribe them, 
6 that 


- Sw >> AC Ss. nm 


—— — —— — — — 
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4 


0 
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t e Might have their Pictures in the. next: 
Treatiſe of this. Argument of « Neceſſity. by 
Motives, after the Manner of 'Aiſop's Fables. 
Why, ſays he, I don't mean they are living 
Creatures; why really that's very ſurprixing, 
reply'd+1, nor here's a great deal of Buſineſs 
to be done which requires ſome very powerful 
Agents: Here are Nerves, Muſcles, and Bones 
to be mov d; then here's; compuring, delibera- 


ung, purpoſing," ſuſpending, chooſing Things pro- 


per, and refuſing improper; by which it ſeem- 
ed to me that they ſhould not only be lromg 
Creatures, but Intelligent ones too, ſuch as 1 


vas weak enough co imagine Men were; and 


if theſe fine Gentlemen and Ladies do not do 
it, 'who does it ? If ' one very plain honeſt 


Gentleman is come in to your Aſſiſtance, na. 


med Common Senſe,” perhaps he has told you, 
that a Man reflects on Things honourable and 
Things pleaſant, and a MAN compares, de 
frgus,odetermmes, inventi, &c. and there are no 


ſuch real Beings in a Man's Brain as we have 


been deſcribing; but if you liſten to this, you 
are no longer a Neceſſitariaa n 
Now I cannot fee any Buſineſs, en to 
dee and deſcribe Volition; Muli Ia Deter- 
minaion, laſt Judgnient f the Underſtanding,” 


. Ke, I think it is enougli for me tio 


wv e I . K e r 
"oa?! > Ds * X21 dent * which 


15 5 - . ; d 
” * . 


8 


? 


fy 


. ws ; 


"a 


wo \ 


| attends the Body. And if this very Inſtance 


(23) 1 
which is, that a Man peroeives 2 Mun judges, 
A Man determines, a Man wills; and if a Ne- 
deſſitarian will not admit me this, then I defire 
him to give me the Pictures of Judge Deter- y 

mation, and Errand-Boy illl. 
For to talk of Will being forced by lat De 
termination, and that by Perception, is juſt like 
ſaying, a Man does not walk; (if the Body - 
and Head may more properly be call'd Man, 
than the Feet,) the Feet indeed walk, but the 
Body © neceffarily and paſſively - attends 'the 
Legs, and the Head neceſſarily and paſſivgly 


was, truly and well conſider d, Men of Senſt 
would be aſham'd of the Gibberiſh uſed on 
both Sides in this Argument. 
Of the ſame Family with theſe Motive 
Neceſſitarians are the*Faſton-People, who ſay, 
Anger, Love, Ambition, Hatred, &c. force Men 

to Actions, nd that every Action is neceſſa- 
rily impelbd from them, and a Man has no 
Vill or Power to reſiſt it; nay, that he can do 
nothing if one of theſe or ſuch like do not 
ariſe in his Mind to begin it, and aſterwards 
lead his Will in a String to perform an Action 
they dictate; but here's a Schiſm among theſe 
PaſſionPeople ; ſome will have it that every | 
Paſſion! reigns in its Turn; or when it can. 

knock down another, and the Conqueror ſor- 
ces she Man to act: Others confine the Man to 
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6 
Ape and Alternate Fear force a Man neceflari- 
ly to ct; beoanſe, ſay they, avery Aﬀtion 3 


Man does, is either from Hope of Good, or 
Fear of Evil. Now J uſed formerly to be c 


_ (ay, a Mas Hopes, and! a Mas Fears; yet thers 
dere ſoe Caſyiſls-who very jullly After from 
me in this, and make Hut oye (of theſe rwa, 
calling it 'SwtHgtnr 5 that is, Hope is an 
Satin of Good, and Fear an Epe atio 
of Buil. In the firſt, a Man reflects, rr view, 
' and (compares ſeweral Things icgether, and 
from thence purpoſes to hiimfelf a:Probability 
of Good to tame, and then proceeds 40 do ſuch 
Adions as are proper to obtain that-Good ; in 
the other, he ſees a Probability of "Evil to 
( dome; and he therefore chuſes certain proper 
„ Methods and Actions to prevent thatExil, Or 
defend himſelf from it. 

* * "But if this Way of Thinking and Talking 
will not pleaſe thoſe Paſſion-Neceſſitatians, to . 
make their Scheme a little leſs defective than it 
is at preſont: 1 deſire to be ſet right in a ſmall 
Doubt I have, which 1 will expreſs in their 
+ 7” | When a Man goes to fight, if he is tiever * 
5 . Gato, violent, or in Haſte, he will run 4 


l 3 rs" hundred kay in his Way. Now I ac- 
OG «ſt _ knowledge 


8 


tentedl do ſpeak in a plain ſumple Manger, and 


good way for a Sword, and not chooſe a Straw, wed 


(25) 


knowledge, the Renowned Knight, Don Fu: - 
riſe; Cholero is very peiſſant ; allo, his truſty + 
Squire Mill is moſt; humble and dutiful; but 
by whoſe Wit or Underſtandin . that: 
Sword is, choſen 70 fight, with not-a Kram? 


very ſmartly to this and ſay: What do you 
mean by Picture- drawing here? I never made 
my Paſſion: of Anger more powerful, non do 

more than the Patrons of Liberty have made 
Wil do; and if one can de Adtions, why | 
- muſt it not be a real Being as well as the 

other? And indeed I don t: ſee but this is in a 
great Mæaſure the Caſt: ſox ſome have talk d 
of Will as x diſtinct, ſeparate, powWerſul A. 
gent, and therefore I am for agreeing the 

Caſe; you give. up your Knight, and T will 
my Squire, and we will be contented to talk 


But metbinks L hear an Antagoniſt anſwer, 


intelligible: Eugliſb, like other honeſt People - 


, who have no other Uſe: for Words but to un- 
derſtand one another's: Meaning with; and 
we will ſay, the Mun is angry, the-Min wills 


to fight, and. the Man chuſes what | is proper 


for his Purpoſe; for I am not going to prove 
the W1iLL to be free, but the Max to be a 
Free Agent, not acted. upon by any real Be 
ings diſtinct from himſelf, within him, not 
animate or inanimate ones without him. 
The next Sort of Neceſſuarians are your Di- 
vine Pre. Science. People : Theſe: are the pret- ' ' 
e | = fieſt 


(26) 8 


tieſt Dupes of the” Hobbifts, ata Man woull 
ever defire to divert a Fit of the Spleen with. 
This Argument, from Divine Pre- Science, is Mr. 5 
Hobbss own ; and from hence, it is not with- 
out Reaſon, that I and ſome others doubt of 
his Sincerity.. There is ſomething merry in 
the Priefi-like Manner of Juggling, in the Ma- 
nagement of it: It is evidently defign'd to catch 
thoſe who could not come at once into the No- 
tion of a general Machinery, becauſe it ſup- 
| poſed, there was no Buſineſs for any Author of 
Nature; therefore, ſays he, .you ſhall have 
your God to pleaſe you; but then you know 
he is pre- ſcient, and if he knows afore-hand 
your Actions, then your Actions are ſore- or- 
dain'd, that is, it is not in your Power to act 
| otherwiſe than you do, becayſe it would fup- 
poſe you could render God' s Purpoſe and Fore- 
knowledge unuſeful. Now, do but ſwallow 
this, and you are catch'd as ſure as any Gud- 
geon ever was: For the next Step is, that if 
you act in conſequence of ſome. Fox cR on 
. you, and you cannot chooſe. yqur own Acti- 
ons, then you act no otherwiſe than a Clock 
does; that is, you are Ma Machine of a 


finer Sort and Make: Do but digeſt this a 
little, and you have the whole Syſtem next, 
and the Maſk is throw'd off; for blow once 
more, ſays the Juggler, and Hey-paſs, your 
© God's" gone, ſor Man's a Machine, and acted 
. ; a | upon 


= Cagy 
upon from ſomething without him; and eve. 
m thing does thus act upon another, and ever 
N d ſo from all Eternity, and there's no Derr 
ſion for your Author of Nature. 
I muſt not let this paſs without obſerving, 
chat for want of Modeſty, to own we do not 
know what we do not know, as well as want of 
* Fortitude to ſtand frmalyto what we do know, 
we are liable to be made the Property of de- 
ſigning Sophiſts : We diſcoyer, that the 
World, Man, and other Things, could not 
give themſelves Being, nor arange themſelves 
in that beautiful and harmonious Order in 
* Which we ſee them; here is evidently W;/dem, 
| Power, Ferfection, Re Choice, and Agen- 
, and this View of ſome of the Attributes 
of the Author of Nature every Day occurs to 
our Obſervation; but when we come to trace 
him farther, we fad ourſelyes in the Dark; 
our preſent Capacities will extend very little 
beyond this. We conceive there are other 
great Attributes to be aſcribed to God, but of 
thoſe we can have no juſt nor proper N otion ; 
among which is this of his Pre: Science; we 
know not on what it is exerciſed, whether 


Man, being by him deſign d as a free Agent, 


and certain 600D- Conſequences and Pleaſures 
attending his good , * EVIL his bad 
. Afton, 5 


which*we do apparently ſre? For L never yet 


over Deſign, urellxenre, Choice, and Apoticy : 
| Thave indeed found fome who would Perplex 
the Arguments wich their Criticiſms on Good- 
neſt, Wiſdom; and Providence; and che Origi- 


. 
It 18 not Lay to dsterne whether hu 
man Actions have been, or are the ObjeRt -of 
God's Pre. Science; or if they are, in uber 
Manner, we are wholly in the Dark, and can 


ſee nothing clearly concerning it But are ve. 
therefore to give up all the Knowledge we 


have of his Wiſdom, Perſestion, Power, Fr. 


met with any of theſe Hobbit who oould get 


nal of this ſort -of Atheiſm we may juſtly 


charge on the Prieſts, who have given ſuch a 


wretched Account of theſe Attributes, or ra- 
ther have ſaid fuch Things of God as are re. 
pugnant to them; but the chufing Things 
fit, and ſo admirably adjuſting them to each 


other, does eyidently declare well · concerted 


Defigns, and that by ſome Being Who Had a 
perfect Underſtanding, and knew how to 


chooſe Things proper, and had alſo unlimit- 


ted Power to execute what he pleaſed. Put 


(1h it in this Light, and the Evidentee is ſo ſtrong 


as not to be reſiſted; but then they evade it 


again: For fo tenacious are they of their No-. 


tion of Neceſſity, (even to a Delirium) that 


I have ſeen Neceſſitarians when they could + { 


not help owning there was a God: They 
_ have 


| « 29 ) Pug 
have nevertheleſs ſaid, that God's Attions are 
_ neceſſary alſo, which they attempt to prove by 
ſaying, it is nat in his Power to act other- 
wiſe than according to the Fitneſs of Things; 
that is, according to Truth; and his Actions 
are tonſequently neceſſary to Truth; which is, 

that Ged is no Agent but a Patient, and Truth | 
acts forceably on him; but as they have not 


8 yet told us:what, aQs on Truth, I ſhall cons 


chide. they have only antfully chang'd the 
Name upon us; made a God of Truth; and 
that Agent, which, is the Author of Nature, 
they call by the Name of Truth. Now, tho? 
I would not cavil for Words, yet I muſt tell 

them this is a miſchievous Sophiſm; and a 
- groſs Abuſe upon our Underſiandings 3 is here- 

* intendet. 

No Man can be deluded by ſuch Arguments 
as theſe, but one of a low mean Spirit: Under- 
fancling has nothing to do here: It is only a 

Paſſion of Hatred to Religioniſts, which leads 
him on, when at the ſame Time he is as great 

a Bigot as the moſt filly Enthuſiaſt, and has 
only chang'd one Abſurdity for another; full 
as. ridiculous : Like him who finding himſelf 
impos d on by the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia 
tion, is converted from being a Roman Catho- 
lick to a Muggletonian; and theſe are the true 
Mobile, who are to be led about at the Pleaſure 
a apy dne 2 cynning)y' work on their 
Paſſions, 


EY 


Paſſions, and infinuate himſelf as a Learned 
or Holy Man. 


1 


Theſe are the Aha to wh if you name : 


the Immortality of the Soul, tho you. offer 
Fact toward the Proof, and Philoſophical 
_ Reaſons, yet they call you Enthuſiaſt ; talk of 
Providence, they-pity you as a mean unphilo- 
ſophical Wretch : Yet theſe have Invented 
Images of the Brain, more repugnant to eve- 
ry Property of Matter than the Monkiſh 
Dreams of beatifick Viſtans, and Poſſeſſions of 
the Devil ; the Stories of Witches and Faries, 


are 1 conſiſtent Amuſements in Com- 


pariſon with theirs, ſor they make real Beings 


of the Proſopopœias of WY _ the Alle- 
gories of Mythologiſts. 

Nor will I leave them a Pretence to fay Iam 
carving out ridiculous Things of my own In- 
vention, and then laughing at them. I will 


therefore put one more Caſe, and they ſhall 
ſpeak in the Words they would chuſe 'them- 


ſelves, and let us fee what. we can make 


* 


A Man, by conterplating on 3 Things, 
comparing them and reviewing them, appre- 
hends an impending Danger; in order to-pre- 
vent it, he prepares either to fight and reſiſt it, 


or run away from it, as by ſeveral Debates . 


and Reflections within himſelf appears moſt 


| _ to pref erve e him from it: Theſe ſeem to 


Men 


Fra 


Men of Pain Senſe to be the Act of 2 Man's 


Mind. Poor unphiloſophical Wretches, ſays - 


the Neceſſitarian, you don't ſee you act pur- 
ſuant to a Mor iv of Self-preſervation, which 
comes into your Mind from ſomething with: 
out you, and that it is not a free Action of 
your Mind, but you are neceſſarily forc'd by 
that Motive Self-preſervation : But, reply'd I, 

how comes it to paſs that T firſt reſolve to 
run away from the Danger, but preſently af. 
ter T think it beſt to fight and reſiſt it, and by 
what Means is it that I chooſe a Sword and 
not à Straw to fight with? Why there your 
Ignorance appears again, ſays the Neceſſitari- 
an; for you don't obſerve that what you call 


bini; l be is a Motive which —_— EY 


forc'd you to it. 

Now before a Man 2 to object, he 3 
ought to be ſure there is Matter of Odjection, 
which I declare I do not ſee there is in this 
Caſe : Some farther Information about this 
Matter I ſhould be glad of, becauſe it is out 
of my common way of thinking ; but no 
Matter of Argument appearing, I acquieſce 
and ſay no more. Nevertheleſs, out of Gra- 
titude to a Gentleman I receive ſo much In- 


ſtruction from, I thank him, take him by the 


Hand, I confeſs, with a ſly Intention to feel 
his Pulſe and ſee if he is not in a Fever, 


which if 1 diſcover, and hear him talk tole 
F * 
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cably-of ather Things, 1 take the Liberty io 
deſire he will pleaſs to bting along Wi. 1 hůn 


the Pictures of Captain General Seifpreſervation, 
and Mynbeer Van Thinks-a-beſt, and of the Hor- 
ſes on which they ride intb the Mind: Why, 
ſays he, who talk'd of 2 Soldier or a Dutch 
Burꝑo · Maſter? How, Sir | reply d I, bave 
you not deſorib d real Beings to whom you . 
aſoribe great Power to pefarm- Actions, and 


alfo. Intelligence too, juſt ſuch as we- appre- a 
hend Men to be; and I thought they muſt be 
material, becauſe 1 kn you have as great 


an Antipathy againſt Spirits as ſome have a- 


S ainſt a Cat; and from thence I ſuppos: d yeu 


did not mean good or evil Angels, no nor 


' Fairies or Witches. However, I perceive it is 
proper to put an End to this Conference at 


preſent, to give you Time to examine whe- 


ther you underſtand yourſelf, and be better 


provided to declare what it is you do mean. 
But I have one very grand Objection to an- 


ſwer, hin 1. will put in * full . 


that is, 
Lou have laugh'd. at- our Motives and-ex- 
© ternal Objects being the Cauſe of Men's Ac- 


© . © tions; but then you talk of the Mind being 


C the Cauſe; now you agree with us that the - 


| Boch is a Machine, and all its Motions. Me- 
© chanical, : Pray what is this Mind which 


: moves this  Mackine, did zu ever ſee it or 
. 0 | 2 Ie * feel 


os * 5 
* — 
= ; v2 
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(3300 
5 * fel it or can yay 6 If Ret 


© you call upon us to paint o 
p “is as inconceivable that this 5 — 
10 Brain can moe a material Body, Hh 1 
Creatures of our Brain, that e 
© fily conceine ihat Hope A mf ar, or 
2122 ee 45 that. Ming 225 "We 
ore deſire you 10 give us a! ire or 
eſcrigtion of this Mint... 
Von ſuppoling as indeed ihe Truth, is, I 
aan give any dear and adequate 
of What this Mind is, will it follow from 
thence that there is no ſuch Being as Max, 
which begins his own-ARions ? 1 ſay a Man 
made my Hat 2 lays a ſubtle Fhilologiſt, 
| 1 deny it, and put vou upon the Proof of it: 
Tell me then where it was made? whether 
at Landon, or Bniſtol, or Southwark or whe- 
ther three Menths ago or three Years ago? if 
by an ld Man or a young one, or by a Boy? 


c 
75 


BAY, is it not poſſible it might be made by a 


Deſcriptian 


ſrrong Woman, nor not invgvſible but by an 


Hermophroclite ? 
This is ekadtly ſuch a nts Argument 


as ide other; but remember all I ſaid Was, 


that my Hat is made, ant it did not make 
itſelf, but was made by a Man; and I will, 
o pleaſe you, mend the Propoſition and in- 

n RK” a by a Man, Jay it 
| Was 


* 


Id not know, and not preſuming to deſcribe 


(34) i 
was made by ſomebody ; and juſt ſo I will do in 


the other Caſe. 


It is an immediate ſelf-evident and experi- 
mental Truth that AcTioNs ARE DONE ; 


and there is Intelligence, Deſign, and Choice 
in the doing them; and. that there are no real 
Beings diſtinct from the Man within him, nor 
any without him, which do theſe Actions; 
and that the Nerves, 'Muſcles, and Bones can- 


not deſign nor begin their Actions: I ſay the 
Mind has deſignd and began theſe Actions; 


or if they will not like the Word Mind, let 


it be the Mind of. Man, or the 2 1 ſome- 


what of Man has done it. 


Ard my daring to'own 1 4, t 


what I have no adequate Idea of, does not 
prove that there is no ſuch Thing as Iutelli- 


Zence and Choice in Man, or that their Mynbeer 
Van Thinks-it-beft, or Objects without have In- 
telligence, and a Man has it not, any more 
' "than my not being able to tell where and 

. when, and who made my Hat proves that it 


made itſelf, or was made by a Horſe: 

There is ſcarce a County in Exgland which 
His not ſome Caiſeway, Trench, or other migh- 
ty Work, 'of Antiquity, which the Peaſants 


affirm to be done by the Devil or Spirits, be- 


cauſe they are * of the Authors and 


Work. 


Cas). 


Workmen : and this, as ridiculous as it. ſeems, 
is in every Circumſtance exactly parallel. 
So that the Difference between us is in a 
Quantity of Preſumption which they have 
more than I: I am contented, to make one 
immediate Deduction from the Matter of Fact, 
and Appearances to Senſe, which are conſider'd 
in this Caſe ; or rather to take the Sum and A- 
mount of thoſe Facts without any Additions - 
of my own, and then I ſtand reſolutely fix'd 
to this which I xavs. ſeen, and will not be 
perſwaded that I am blind, or delude myſelf, 
or be deluded out of it; while they, after their 
Underſtanding will go no farther, run giddily 
on inventing Chimeras to ſupply their Defi- 
ciency. Which Inventions of the Brain muſt 
be repugnant to Matters of Fact and Appearan- 
ces to Senſe ; however they jumble them toge- 
ther; from whence, inſtead of clear and univerſal 
* Concluſions, they deduce nothing but hetero- 
geneous Propoſitions, compos d of Inconfiſten- 
cies and Contradictions ; and thus they con- 


found their Underſtandings, and loſe all che | 


real Knowledge they had. 

But theſe Neceſſitarians have jingled toge- 
ther Terms of Art uſed in Metaphyſical and 
Phyſical Enquiries ; and tho? to an attentive 
Ear the wretched Diſcord is immediately 
heard, yet too many Tyros in Science, and 


ſome of good natural Parts, but diſtruſtſul of 
9 them- 


ben 


memfel ves, have liſtneck to the fonorous Cat 
and taken the Aſſerters thereof for fublime 
Philofophers; whereas did People but exa- 
mine it as fuck Things ought to be examined, 
it will be found that the Doctrine of Neeeſſt- 

y has juſt as much Right to be calpd Philo- 
ſophy as the Sounds produc'd by a cid 

running over the Keys of 4 Spinnet 
be called Mufick. 

But ſince they make this Claim, and ve 
always expected to be treated in # Phitofophi- 
cal Manner, we will ſes whether they have 
taken fuch Methods as are ufual for Men 

 phitofophically diſposd, who reaſon with 
one another for the attaining ſome deſir'd 
Cutiofity or diſcovering an uſeful Truth. 

In all Philoſophical Arguments there is 
Reference to Facts and real Appearances, be 
cauſe we can have no Notions, the Original 
of which did not enter firſt by our Senfes, 
and therefore thoſe calbd Compound Ideas or 
Notions, are teferr'd to external . ene 
for their Foundation and Proof; and if they 
are not to be found there, or deduc'd from 
thence, they are Chimeras, without Founda- 
tion, and can have no Proof. 

We will conſider, for Example's ſake , ; 
ſome Things, which, to common Capacities, 
and at firſt Sight; den very remote from 
Matter: * N as the Arguments for. 

and 


(53) 

and again the Immateriality or Immortality 
of the Mind or Soul of Man: Here on both 
Sides they examine what Man is, Anatomi- 
cally, Geometrically, fleeping, waking, di- 
ſeaſed and in Health, found in Mind or di- 
ſtracted, his Actions and Paſſions, and every 
Fact and Appearance to Senſs is confider'd 
which can be introduc'd to have any Relation | 
to the Caſe. 
Great Men here difier'd front one another * 
very much on the Queſtion whether there is a 
Vacuum, and this is a laborious Argument, 
and many curious Things have been-faid with 
great Force on both Sides; but they have not 
proceeded on ambiguous Sentences and Forms 
of Speech, but conſider the different Specifick 
Gravity of Bodies, their Elaſticity, as alſo 

that of the Air and its Weight and Preſſure, 

and have Recuurſe to a Number of Obſers. 
vations on -the Nature of Things in 3 
and their Relation to each other, and to ma- 
ny Experiments which are produced on ei- 7 
ther Side of the Queſtion. 


time have began its own Motion, or that Mo- 
tion be eſſential to it; Matter only is conſi- 
der'd, and the Argument is on Facts, local 
Motion, and Reſt, Inteſtine Motion, to Genera- 
tion, Perſection, and Corruption, and every 
"_ and Appearance to Senſe, which carr. his 
tribute 


E it debated whether Matter could at any 
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| poſition, that it can begin its own Motion ; 
or when * in one, Manner, or in 


„ 
tribute to Information, is the Subject of the 
Reaſoning for and againſt it; the Being o- 
God is referr'd to ſuch Appearances for its 


. Proof, and argued from them; even Subjets 
of Morality and Politicks, and Arguments on 
them, are on Facts; that is to ſay, Actions of 


Men, and they are juſt and unjuſt, good or 
bad, as they can be prov'd, to give one ano- 


ther real Pleaſure or real Pain. 


In theſe Matters there may be ſomething 


of Argument on either fide of the Queſtion, 


and a Pleaſure at leaſt in reaſoning on them: 
But theſe Neceſſitarians would be treated as 
Philoſophers, yet have no Reference to Fact; 


at the ſame Time that they pretend more than 


other Men to aſſert, that the Actions of Men 
are from Matter acting on Matter, yet reſer 


not to Matter for Proof. If. I could fee them 
. examining anatomically into Man, I ſhould 


think them worth ban to, tho. we differ'd 
in the End. 

Did they ever look for any thing in the 
Form, Conſtitution, and Diſpoſition of the 


| Solids, or in the Motion and different Con- 


fiſtencies of the various Fluids? Have they 
examin'd the Brain or its Meninges in dead 
or in living Diſſections to obſerve its Motions, 
to ſee if there is any thing to excuſe a ſup- 


one 


ES AA - =. .uD "©. 24... 


ene Direktion of Motion, can modify iel 
into another. If they had done chis, they 


(39) 


would have foon that the Brain is no more 
capable of Perception than the Eyt or Ear. 


The Eye is no more than an Optick Machine, 
receiving the Picture of the Thing which is 
juſt then before it: But what is it which views 


the Picture in the Eye, and compares it with 
others not preſent? Hearing is nothing but a 
Vibration of Air, and a Striking on the Tym- 
panum. But what is that which diſtinguiſhes 
between the Sound of a Trumpet and that of 
x Great Gun? And which makes us get out 
of the Way on the Hearing the Noiſe of a 


Coach behind us; the Brain is no more 80 | 


ble of this than the Organs are. : 
Sir Iſaac Newton has gone ſo far as to give a : 
very probable as well as an, ingenious.*Ac-, 


count of the Means by which Senſation is 


convey'dthro' the Nerves. One would think 
this was tracing out a Way for theſe Neceſſi 
tarians. But the Manner of his doing this, 


and his Concluſion on it, will not indeed ſerve 


their Turn. He has conſider'd the pellucid 
Conſtitution of a Nerve, and ſhew'd there is 


nothing to interrupt the Continuation of the 


Motion till it is at the End of it z. and has 
alſo more than ſuppos'd a Medium by which 


it is propagated of fo ſubtil à Nature that 
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Motion may be uf fuch Celericy us to be h. 
ſhort of Infiantaneous. ' 11 


. S10Vet this moſt Griſt and penetrating Kaliues, 


he thought himſelf oblig'd to account for, after 


the Nature of 8ther Matter; and alſo in a 


Geometrical. and Arithmetical Manner to make 


i conceivable, by.compating: it with the — 


ture of Sounds travelling through Air, and 
the Light coming from the Sun, than which 
he ſhews it to be vaſtly more rare; and when 


he has done all this, he has the Modeſty o 


lay it down by way of Query; and does not 
dogmatically aflert it: But as to the Miod's 
perceiuing, reſlecting, and comparing theſe Sen- 
ſations: He declares they are owt of the Me- 
chanical Syſtem, and therefore leaves them ab 
not to be accounted for. But theſe Neceffita- 
rians pretend they are in the Mechanical $y- 


"ſtem ; and there is nothing alſe dut one m- 
terial Thing acting on another, yet not a Tittle 
of Geometry, or Arithmetick;; no calculating 


the Quantity of the dwperus, by which this 


Machinery is perform'd: On the contrary, 
every thing in dire Oppoſition ee 


theſe would be Philoſophers ! — 
Magnetick and Eleftrical Borges, both. of 80 


Auradtion andl Repulſion, are furpritingPheno- 


mena; and if any thing is in their way of 
thinking, this ſeems 10 be ſo: Aſo Muſical 


2 ee at a Diſtance to 


vibrate 


. (a) 
- Vibrats; and thereby find out and produce o- 
ther Sounds; the different Efſects of concord- 


ing and difooding Tones would have. been 


worth their liſtning too: but unfortunately. for 


them, it is evident that all theſe have a Sphere 20 


of Activity, beyond which they do not act, 
nor can they begin their o.n Motions, 4 
| change the Direction Ws 04 A they are 
in for others. a 
I could go on to Rhetotick, Tok, For 
| Grammar, to ſhew: they. have as little Buſi- 
neſs with them, were it worth while, yet I 
mult ſtay to tell them, they apply not the ſame 
Meaning to general Technical Terms uſed in 
Arts and Sciences, which thoſe who are con- 
verſant in thoſe Arts and Sciences underſtand 
by them: Nor do they talk in the ſame com- 
mon intelligible Language with other People: 
And did they but agree among theinſclves, 
we might expect a Dictionary of the Neceſſa- 
man Language Nor have they yet form'd a Ca- 
tegorical Propoſition, nor ſo much as enter'd 
into an Analyſis of their Notion: And as to 
Grammar, I defy: them to uſe one Verb Active 
mn any of their Aſſertions without giving up 
the Queſtion; for admitting them to make 
real Beings of Ideas,” as indeed they do, as 
well as of Motives ; yet, if they ſay that a 
Max ' refle#s upon theſe Ideas, Motives, or 
"94 they leave ſome Power to the Man, 
„ 0 8 "*"W and 


042) 


d ns it from their Imaginary Beings: 
They ſay a Man performs Actions of Reflect. 
ing, Comparing, Sc. yet à Man is no Agent: 
| Tha muſt therefore ſay that Ideas, Motrver, 
and Ohjects reflect on themſelves; compare; de- 
. * liberate, determine, and ſufpend themſelves, 
and then they give thoſs Powers to Ideas, & 
- which they deny Man, and therefore 1 leave 
them to take their Choice, attribute theſs 
Powers to Idea, Motrvei, & or to Many and 
reconcile it to common Senſe and Grammar. 
Remember I enter not into the common Jar« 
gon of giving Power to WIL I and laſt De- 
Nog termination I S e yn S6# 18 FEB 
ä 
I would not havd in than iat 1 never 
heard, or that I purpoſely omit what ocours 
Actions being according to the Animal OEronomy. 
It is true that Ola Ae, Hyporhowdriack Diſem- 
pers, Drunkenneſs, and other Diſorders, do 
| ſo diſcompoſe the Machinery of the Body, 
. that ſome: Actions are done which perhaps 
would not have been done were not the 
Animal CEconomy ſo diſcompos d: and alſo: 
many left undone which ſhould otherwiſe 
have been done. That is, in Hypochondriack: 
Diſeaſes, and other bodily Pains and Diſor- 
ders, a Man doth not with Alacrity turn him- 
66 did he 
not 
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not-feel thoſe Pains: But this is no more than 
ſaying a Man can't ſpeak a fine Oration with- 


the Palſy on his Tongue; as a Muſician cat 


ſhew his Skill in Muſick if his Inſtrument” 1s 
broke, but it proyes not that he has no Skill in 


That the Mind i is NoT ſubſervient to the 


Animal (Economy, is apparent Fact; if by the 


Animal Cconomy is meant the Economy o 
the Body; for if it was ſo ſubſervient, and a 


1 Man — not help actin according to the 


Diſpolition of the Body; Hunger, Anger, and 


; Luft would be Theft, Murder, and Rape, 1M- 


MEDIATELT, for barely to fuſpend commit- 
ting either of theſe till a convenient Time; 
is by a Ratiocination of the Mind, refiſting 
what the Diſ poſition of the Body detninds 


I like not the Phraſe Anima! O Economy; there 
| Is: a conceal'd Sophiſm and double Meaning in 
it, at leaſt a ſophiſtical Uſe has been by ſome . 
made of it, which I will not enter into the 


ination of ; becauſe I do. not ſee it has 


any Relation to our Argument; we are now 


enquiring if Man is the Author of his-own - 
Actions, or if any other Being within him or 


without him is the Author of them; if he 
begins his own Actions, it is agreeable to the 
Law of his Nature and Conſtitution, and this is 
what I underſtand by Animal OEconomy. We 
are nat ere into the Immateriality or 


G 2 


; * 


ET - 
Materiality of the Mind; and 1 amalways for | 
Keeping to one Argument ſeriRly; and not va- 
; Tying „ 

Ol the ſame Nature with this i 18 an 
Poſition, which by ſome is thought of no 
ſmall Conſequence ; which is, that we know 
not all the Properties and Modifications of Matter. 
Now this is alſo nothing relating to the Que- 
ſtion, and 1s rarely introduc'd but with a De- 
fign to evade the F orce of the Argument and 

perplex the Cafe ; it may indeed, like the 
former, be an Objection (tho? in my Opinion 
a weak one] againſt the Immateriality of the 
Mind. It is certainly true, that Matter may 
be modify d into ten Thouſand or ten Millions 
of Animals, Vegetables, and Minerals, more 
than we know, or into ther Things of dif- 
ering Natures : But this is not the Caſe; the 
Query i is, If Matter can Mover itſelf ; or if 
when it is in one Modification or Direction of 
Motion, it can change 1T SELF on a ſudden as 
Man does his Actions, one repugnant to ano- 
ther, forty Times in a Day ? Is it conſiſtent 
with the Laws / Nature, that Matter can 
ſpontaneouſly alter the Modification or Direc- - 
tion it is in, and change that for another, 
and then return to the ſormer again? This I | 
think every one will allow, to be repugnant 
to every Syſtem of Natural Philoſophy, which 
is ſounded on run. and evident Principles. 
rer ** | But 


ts) 


| But this is all a Digreſſion, for we are enqui 
ring into a Fact, whether Man is an Agent or 
a Patient ; and whether his Mind is Material 
or Immaterial, is what we have nothing to 
do with. A Conſequence to this Purpoſe may be 
drawn indeed after the Concluding and finiſh- 

Ing this Argument, but not at preſent. | 
If there was nothing to be found for it in 
Natural Philoſophy, or that it could not be 


ſtrictly prov'd true, yet if any uſeful Moral .. 


was thereby deſign'd, it might be excuſable 
if not defenſible. © Is there any thing that 
may ſerve a State in its Political Conſtitution, 
to deduce Laws from it for the Service of Go- 
vernors or Governed ? or in lower Life, any 
Benefit to Society, as Men ſtand related to one 
another in Families, N cghbourhood, or 
Commerce? | 
I 'I go yet farther, and aſk whether they 
praftice any thing they ever taught: And I 
don't know but they are the only Sect of Phi- 
loſophers, which however abſurd their Te- 
. nets were, have not thought themſelves 
obliged to be conſiſtent with what en 
r 
Thus Pyrrho the Sceptick, who taught M en; 
were not certain of any thing, even what 
they ſaw and felt; yet he would endeayour, 
.and ſome of his Diſciples too, in Conformity 
to his Doctrine, to bear being puſh'd 9 
e jt 


,* 


| (46) 0 
and walk'd over with Unconcern, and would 
tumble others down, and tread over them, to 
demonſtrate they were not certain of any 
+ Good or Harm to be done or received. Thoſe _ 
of the Hoi Sect, who pretended to an Ap 
thy, ot to arrive to have overcome all Senſe 
of Pain, would, in cold Mornings, embrace 
Stone Statues and Columns to make People, 
* think; at leaſt they meant themſelves what 
. they taught others. But theſe Neceſſitarians 
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i ' » neyer yet beat a Stick for Striking them, or ; 
4 burnt a Piece of Money in the Hand for be- 
Wl . ing ſtolen, and forgave the Thief; on the con - 
Wh trary, they diſtinguiſh es more than 
kl other Men, by indulging Paſſions in direct 
14 Oppoſition to their Doctrine: which teaches, * 
1 that Objects without a Man force him to Ac- 8 
— tion, and on thoſe Objets, in ae ws Re- 
| | | | Tenge ſhould fall. 
Ft I would not have taken all theſe — 
1 re examin'd from what Art or Science they MW 
\ [ 1 could deduce this Doctrine, were it not that 1 
11 have obſery'd many Gentlemen of my own 
i | Acquaintance otherwiſe, Men of good Senſe 
=_ and Learning, captivated by it; and ſome 


young ones eſpecially, to the Corruption of 
their Morals. I ſoon ſaw it repugnant to com- 
man Senſe, and to every Syſtem of Rational 
Philoſophy, but was at a Loſs to know from 


3 the Deluſion aroſe which influenced | 
7 8 | | | 258 1 
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ſuch Perſons: till lately reviewing a Treatiſe, 


which, tho' 1 had formerly read, yet did not 


dl now take proper Notice of à Quotation 


Ideas into Realities, exprefly into Images, 


Ls 


from- an Author of the firſt Rank and: 
: Who has: theſe: Words: Ideas or Images 5 on 
>. Men's Mandi are the- mvifible Powers that con- 
5 8 and 10: thejs they univerſally 
pay a: ready Submiſſion, The reading this un- 
raveFd the whole Miſtery ; for here is coinin 


giving Powers to them; and fuch Powers as 


80 2 eapaler of igeterning Men. Now there 
15 


are not a few who have form'd their Under- 
_ ſtandings from this Author's: Principles im- 
plicitly, without examining” whether he was 
Dm the Nature and Ritaſon of Things | 
in every thing he- ſaid, as it is apparent he 


Was in ſome: But as to his Manner of Rea- 


ſoning on Ideas it is reaſoning on our own Ideas, 
vhich at beſt can be but reaſoning to ourſelves, 
not univerſally to every Man's Perception; 
and for this Purpoſe, and directiy againſt this, 
was the 4th' Chapter of The Supplement tothe Th- 
 fallibilitycof Human Judgment wrote; tho*I did 
not refer by Name to that worthy and emi- 
nent Author; for Fun e to Op £ 
nions, not to Men! ; 
1 did nut chere, *rifl: w—_ that ſo great 
A Part of Mankind were to be informed that 
Idea is Perception, or that the Words Iaea, Motion, - 
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unde, and Perception, are Synoriimous 3 
or that they had need to be told, that to ſay 
2 Man has an Idea of a Triangle, is equal 
| to ſaying he has a Notion of a Triangle, or 
or, that he has a Conception of it, or that he 
appre bend. what a Triangle is. But. inſtead 
of ſaying an Idea is a View or Perception which 
the Mind has of a Thing, we are taught to 
ſay, an Lata is an IMAGE, and that thoſe Ideat 
or Images arange themſelves : that the Mind re- 
ſlects on thoſe Images, thoſe Images agree with 
one another, or diſagree.» This craiſes/1n an 
unguarded Mind a Notion of an Idea's being as 
material a real Thing as a Piece of Sculpture. 
Then aranging themſelves, and having Power to 
govern; is giving theſe Images Life, Moron,” 
d Intelligence: And then it is no Wonder to: 
ee, Man not allow'd to have Power, Intelli- 
gence; and Choice of his 'own- Actions, the 
Neceſſitarians have found out other intelligent 
Beings call'd Io RAS, io do it for him. 
When I find People Writing and talking on 
this Manner, they ſeem to me to be ſtanding 
in a Circle, like. Dr. Fauſtur raiſing Spirits to 
ſerve them | in all Occaſions of Life. + 
See here the Magical Force of Words! and 
how a Careleſs and wrong Choice of -Expref-: 
ſion conſound not only the Underſtanding of 
the Reader, but alſo of the r N in 
 Procels of Time, 1 
| 1 . 


" a 
4 . 
6 3 
oy 1 
: * 
. * . 


(.49) 
It is not improper here to take Notice, 
Wm if Vis Inertie is permitted to be tranſlated 
Power of InaAtivity, it will confound the Un. 


derſtanding of thoſe who Uſe it. The Mean- 
ing of the great and curious Searchers into 


Nature, who firſt introduced the Expreſſion 


Vii Herne, was to inculcate that fimple, natu- 
ral, and uſeful Truth, that MATTER 1s 
WHOLLY VOID.OF Powsn ; and has not on- 
ty no Pow ER to begin to move, or ag, when 
at Reſt, but alſo no Power to begin T6 
REST of 10 be IN AT TIvE, when in Motion 
or Action. This I think we may intelligibly 
enough expreſs, by ſaying, Matter is Inert and 
Paſſive ; but I. am entirely at a Loſs to know 
how-to reconcile Power of Inactivity to good 
Senſe; and if there is anyMathematician amus'd 
to liſten to this Notion of Neceſſity, he muſt firſt 
of all have confus d his Underſtanding by this 
wrong. Choice of Words, or he could not- 
with a ferious Countenance hear any thing 
ſaid on the Caſe. How our Underſtandings 
came to be affected by what I beg Leave to 


call the Magical Force 1 W "Os ſee in 1ts pro- 


per Place, * | 
To this, and this only, is owing the keep- 


ing up the e of Neceſſity: Nor do 


m _ | 22 * — 
* * Tx. g £ 
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I only charge the Neceſſitarians with it, but 
their Oppoſers too; for their Underſtandings - 
are on both Sides "wrongly form'd by this 
Manner of reaſoning and talking of Ideas: 

And nothing but this can excuſe Men of Senſe 
from entering into a ſerious Argument about 
it; for it is in itſelf a mere Fanaticiſm, un- 


 - worthy this Age of Learning, light and civil 


Liberty which we enjoy in England. And 
were it not for this making Images of Ideas, 
and giving them Power and Motions; which 
Men have too fondly follow'd that Author in, 
the Doctrine of the Neceſſity of Human Ac- 
tions muſt have fled the Kingdom of England 
with Witches and Poſſeſſions of Devils. 
We have already mention'd thoſe who coin 
Modes of Thinking, and Operations of the 
Mind into real Beings : but they are like o- 
thers, divided among themſelves. Some ſay, 


A | there is a Motive Power, diſtint from a 


Judging- Power; others do it in another Phraſe, 
and talk of Perception, as one Thing, Judgment 
another, laſt Determination differing from ei- 
ther, and Will is another; tho many will 


have ill and laſt Determination to be the ſame: 


to theſe they give differing Offices and Powers, 
and then on both Sides go on to argue on 
them as diſtinct Beings; and I have obſery'd 
that they often agree in ſaying, the Mind is 
paſſive · and cannot act in Percerving and in 


Judging; 5 


a... 


Fuaging ; and the Diſpute is only whether it 
can act in Willing, or whether Will is Active; 
Whereas in Truth, the Mind is Adive in Per- 
ception, and Perception is as real an Action of 
the Mind as (what they call) Will is. I 
"Mo Objeftion which comes accidentally in 
our way, and ſtrikes our Ears with its Sound, 
and our Eyes with its Form and Colour, is not 
perceiv d by the Mind, without a deſign'd ind . 
voluntary Attention; nor have we any Per- 
ception of the Relation of it, which is Judg- 
ment, but as the Properties and Accidents of 
it are diſtinguiſh'd from ſome other Thing, 
which is the Effect of Compariſon; and will 
any Neceſſitarian ſay the Eye and Ear Com- 
' pare? For the Mind of Man is wholly Free 
and Aive, paſſive in nothing: He can chooſe = 
firſt, whether he will employ his Eyes, Ears, 
and Hands in Seeing, Hearing, and Feeling 
for Objects, and can after that chooſe whether 
he will attend long enough to perceive the Re- 
lation they have to one another, and when he 
has done this, he can chooſe to ſpeak as he 
has ſeen and judg'd, or no. 
If a Man has Occaſion to perceive any Obs. 
ject, tho” it be right before him, and came ſo 
by Chance, yet he muſt apply the Organs of . 
his Perception, and that diligently, and again 
and again, in order to haye a juſt Perception, 
ad. all little enough ſometimes. 


„„ 
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Can a Man be faid to have ns car's 
| Fruit who has only ſeen it at a Diſtance, and 
. does not knaw-'till he has voluntarily and dis 

_ligently examin'd it, but it may be colour d 

Wax: is the Uſe of Spectacles, Taeter 
Ce. paſſive, or. Was their firſt Invention ſg? 

/ All that is meant by Perception being 
paſſive, is, that a Man's Mind, nor his Eyes, 
nor, his Spectacles and Teleſcopes, can make 
no Alteration. in an Object; if he ſees it at all, 
he can't help ſeeing it as it is, or as another 
Man ſees it, in the fame Medium, or in the 
ſame Proportion of Evidence. 

A Man has two Sticks put into 12 Hand, 
one five Foot, the other ſix Foot. long, he | 
looks careleſly on them being buſy'd about o- 
ther Affairs, and if Affairs of Importance, 
fcarce knows he has them, and does not at⸗ 
tend to the Demand of his Opinion as to the 
differing Length; but when he has purpoſely 
and attentively look'd at them, he perceives 
and judges neceſſarily, paſſively, and involuntarily 
that they are unequal, and the fix Foot Stick 
is the longeſt. By all which paſſive, neceſſary, 
and involuntary is meant, that the Man's Mind 
An perceiving them could not make either of 
the Sticks longer or ſhorter than it was. And 


on this Manner all Mankind meant, ſpoke, 


and underſtood. one another, till theſe Necel- . 
 tarians interrupted them and put a (Firing 


8 


- C882 

to: Men's Words which the Authars' never 
thought on, nor any body but themſelves. 

If theſe Neceſſitarians had perceiv d no 
more Things than they had paſſively 5 
Idon't know whether the World would have . 
been the worſe for them; for as to Letters 
and Words, they might have ſtobd paſſive 
like Statues long enough; if they had not 

voluntarily exerted themſelves, they. would 
not have had the Perception of Letters, their 
' Uſe, and Relation to one another. 

They ſay, the Paſſiveneſs of Percent en 15 
allow'd. them, and indeed ſome Patrons of 


Liberty have admitted it, or ſo nnhappily ex- 


preſsd themſelves, that it ſeems to have been 
taken on both Sides as granted. This -hath 
been alledg'd againſt me, tho” it is evident I 
began to ſuſpect it, and was therefore guard - 
ed; * I did not indeed much inſiſt on it, 
becauſe I was not willing to indulge: my- 
ſelf in the 3 of wo *. 
en · 
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„ Infallib. Hum. Judg p. 132. n Manner of their 
treating this, it ſeems as if they did not conſider that the Divi- 


fon of the Mind (or rather Underſtanding) is not real, any more 


than that of the Sphere into Meridians and Puallel, but only 
for the more ready. conceiving it: For it is the whole: Mind 


which Apprehends, che whole Mind which — 10 the 
"_ Mind ee. 6 
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rag The Body is ind 


Z ; 
Men pretending to Philoſophy could be 
fo weak to imagine the Mind was paſlive i in 


Perception, or that they could think it was 
granted by every one who uſed a metaphori- 


cal way of Speaking and Writing, the more 


ſtrongly to inculcate this uſeful Truth: chat 
when. a Man looks on ten Things it is not in his 
Power by only looking on ther to make 1 of 
them. * 

The Word Paſſion has been malle to im- 


port ſuch a Paſſiveneſs, as if the Mind was a 


Patient ; whereas the contrary is moſt evident: 


as in Anger, the Mind is reſlecting on Things 
fſaid and done, comparing one Thing with | 


another, and expecting an Injury is defign'd: 
therefore works up the Body to expreſs t: 
The Hands are extended, the Countenance 


frowning, the Tongue endeayouring haſtily 


to utter it, and the Mind ixventing ſtill more 


Means of ſhewing the Prec 3 it has of the 


truly paſſfve and 
IG EE Fate ſuffering, 


ET 7 


er nb A clear Diſtiction muſt, bo obſerved here, 


that the Perceiving a Thing to be what it is, and not another 


Thing is neceſſary, the Faculty of Apprehenſion is not produc'd 


by the Object, 2s it is neceſſary, that the Eye mult ſee 2 Thing 


Red that is Red, if it ſees it at all, and can't fee it Green, but 


2 r eee eee e 
— | . 


Ta) - 
ſuffering, the Face, and almoſt the whole 
Frame ſwolen and red, the Members conyuls'd, 
but the Mind is all this while adting. Even 
Natural Actions conducing to. the Eaſe of te 
Body, are interrupted and ſtopt by the Mind. 
The moſt intenſe Heat of Luſt is quaſh'd- thro? 
Sentiments of Honour; and the .Preſſure of 
Urine, tho' with Pain, is ſtopt thro* Reflecti - 
ons of the Mind, that it is not decent. A 
Purſuit of Glory in Battle, or Revenge in a 
Duel, will ſuſpend the Perception or Senſe of 
Pain, even in Wounds. . Where the Nerves - 
and Muſcles have been divided, a- Man has 
not attended to perceive the Hurt, till with 
Loſs of Blood his Body has fail'd. An in- 
tenſe Application of the Mind to Frights even 
of other Men's Dangers, hath ſuſpended a 
| Perception of Pains of the Gout ; and the 
Mind has often had Things of greater Mo- 
ment to. attend too than a ſhivering Ague Fit. 
What are theſe, and a great many more of tba 
like Nature, but evident Inſtances in Fact, that 
the Mind is wholly active, and not to be ated 
upon by any thing whatſoever : Even the- 
Nerves, which are the Organs of Feeling, * 
cannot convey. Pain any more than the Eyes 
; Colours, or the Ears Sounds, tho' they are 
properly touch'd if the Mind doth not attend: 
to them. | : | 


But ; 


: Re 7 
But here 1 expect a ſtrong Objeftion. You 
ſeen to ſay, the Mind acts in every thing; and 
_ tho? when it · is otherwiſe employ d, it does 

ſometimes and very rarely attend to other 
| Matters, yet we do for the moſt Part, to our 
great Mortification, feel bodily Pains and Mi. 
ſeries ; and if the Mind, which you ſeem to 
mean is the Man, cannot feel Pain without 
attending to it. It implies that a Man chuſes 
to feel Pain, which Experience RE we en: 
deavour to avoid. 
Tzis Objection . is juſt, and Ioferyes to be 
conſider d with the utmoſt Attention; and 1 
could wiſh we had not ſo many Inſtances to 
refer to in England for ſo complete an Ant 
ſwer to it, as I find T have. 
While the Mind is in the Body, as at: 


. tends to ſee, hear, and feel, by the Nerves and 


. Inſtruments of Senſation, it can't make 
Things otherwiſe than they are; that is, it 
dan no more make Pain Pleaſure, than it can 
make a Stick fix Feet long equal to one five 
Feet long: But it can chuſe whether it will 
Took for Sticks to ſee and compare; and if 
" they are troublefome, and give him Pain, and 
* no Pleaſure or · Proſit, either preſent or to 
come, in doing it, he will not attend to 
perceive thoſe Obje®ts nor compare them ; 
Fm ſhock'd when I think, that when the Or- 
__ of Senſation _ no other Objedts but 

| | "0m 
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What give Pain and Miſery; and no Hopes of 


any other to come, that a Man can put an 
End to perceiving! any more ſuch unpleaſing 
Things, by cutting his own Throat. 
This deſerves a Pauſe: But it is a Concluſion 


that the Mind can voluntarily eſcape from 


theſe diſagreeable Senſations. But whether 
it deſtroys not its ſelf with it, or whether it 
feels not as great or greater Pains after, is a 
Queſtion not to be diſcuſs'd here, as not re- 


lIating to the preſent Argument. And why 


Men do not thus make their Eſcape oftner, is 
Fear of greater IIls, N in his n 
has finely ne wn. 

The Conſtitution of Man is an aftive ieh 
ent ſomewhat, which we agree to call 
Mind, and a paſſive material Machine void of 
Power, and inert, call'd Body. Theſe har. 


moniouſiy complicated, form the Syſtem 


Man. Now whether this Mind is capable 


of . exiſting without the Boch, is a Queſtion of 
another Nature, perhaps not- eaſily reſoly'd z 


and is what I had rather excite a Cutiofity in 


my Reader to think on, thai proceed myſelf 


to the Examination of here. 

I can't help conſidering; here a Queſtion 
which is often ask'd me; which is, that 
<< you have ſhew'd the Mind to be active; 
« and ſay Ideas are not real, Pray what 
does the Mind act on when Objects are ab» 


« ſent ?” Here indeed we are at a full Stop, 
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When we cone to examine into the Means by 


which a Man thinks, reflects, views and re- 
views Objects which are not preſent to his 
Senſes, we have not the leaſt Glimmering of 
Light to diſeover any thing which may be ſa - 


ges or Mediums theſe Views and Review 
ure perform'd, nor whether by any ot no. In 
mort we muſt eee tw n me 
wholly ignorant. 

u d L en Meer | wher ln 1 
know what they are not > They are not Effly- 
via of Matter flying off from Objects, nor 
any real, material, or ſpiritual Beings, which 
dre can (fares any poper Conception of, as 
will appear by aw Inftance or two.” 


Ho is it we remember an abſent Perſon 


or one who has been dead by a feby black and 
white Lines of à ſmall printed Picture? To 


chat is this compar'd? Is there another Pic- 
ture hanging up in the Long Gallery of the 


Brain? And with what Eyes is it ſeen? 
| Mr. Green the blind Organiſt has ſome hun- 
dred Sonata and other large Compolitions of 


Muſick in his Head or in his Memory, or by 


Heart, tis much at one, we know not where 


they are. The Neceſſitarians will not pretend 


to ſay, there is a little Cherub to every Note, 


no nor to every Sonata, which fings it in his 
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bis Hia Matter, they would be of no Uſe to 
him; becauſe, as he could never ſee, he 


could have no Notion of Notes. Notes are 


indeed Muſick painted: Muſick in itſelf is 


but a Sound, a Vibration of the Air, and 


tis. gane: What then muſt be the Idea of a 


Minuet, or Jig Tune, which had never any 
Words ſet to it, in the Mind of an ignorant 
who could never write nor read, 
yet — it for many Years? Will they 
fay that there are certain Italian Eunuchs, 


loek'd-up in a Cheſt, to be let out at no body 
can tell who's Pleaſure, to ſing the Tune to 


her. In ſhort we are wading out of our 
Depth; we are conſidering a Power of which 


we have no Notion, nor can find proper and 


adequate Terms to ſpeak of: But ſomewhat 
it is, which acts, and that vigorouſly too, by 
Laws of its own, unknown to us, and di- 
realy repugnant to thoſe of Mechaniſm and 
the natural Laws of Motion of the material * 
Syſtem: of which material Syſtem, the Organs 
thro? which we perceive are, and therefore 
it is the greateſt Folly to attempt at expreſſing 
Things we are not nor cannot be conver. 


| fant in: I am uneaſy, as well as others, that 


our Reaſon and Underſtanding we value our: 
ſelves ſo much upon will carry us no further, 
and am very covetous of Knowledge, which 
. can of the 

ä little 


„„ 


little L have, and to take Care J loſe it not by 
venturing it in Chimerical Labyrinths or de: 
luſive Structures in ay ant of- — own n Ins 
vention. | 4 A. 63. 

But my Induction bning here to . an n End 7 
to this Argument, and prevent any farther diſ. 
puting on it, and to enable others to do ſo as 
oſien as they are attack d by any Neceſſitarians, 
I ſhall form a ſew ſhort Rules for that Pur- 
poſe; and if any thing ſnould occur which 
has already been ſaid, I conceive there is a 
Neceſſity for it, Wo: hops the Regen wil ex: 
cuſe it. hs? G0 

Remember hind non; Aube, and « 
Mill are not diſtinct real Beings, but that it is 
the whole Mind which judges; the whole 
Mind reſolves, the whole Mind Regan 
and the whole Mind perceives. - -/ 

Idea is Perception, and the Word Idea im 
ports no other than the Word Motion, or Con- 
ception; which Terms, Nation and Conception, 
are rather to be choſen than the Word Idea; 
and inſtead of talking on Ideas, let the Diſ- 
courſe be on Notions.” This is neceſſary to pre» 
vent making Idea ſynonimous to Image, 
which produces ſo mach ON and Com- 
fuſion. 5 
Never · enter into this, or any other Argu- 
ment, with a Man who talks of Believing, or 


who will in any wile contend for the Vie of 
the 


( 61 ) 
the Word Believe. For however ſingular or 
ſtrange it may appear, when firſt propoſed, 
yet, on a little Conſideration i it will be found, 
F that Believing is of no Uſe but to gloſs over 
Obſtinacy, Deſign, or Weakneſs. And this 
is therefore a juſt Criterion to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween a mean · ſpirited circumſcrib'd Bigot; 
and a Man of a generous, grand, and uni- f 
verſal way of Thinking and Reaſoning. 

Be careful not to be drawn in to prove what 
you know nothing of, or what human Ca- 
pacity cannot deſcribe, as the Nature (or Sub- 
ſtance, as ſome will call it) of the Mind; for 
this is the very Artifice by which Roman Ca- 
tholick Prieſts catch weak Women, by draw-- 
ing them in to prove, they believe the Athanaſian 
Creed, on an Authority which is not to be 
queſtion'd, and that this is a ſufficient Proof, 
en which he immediately ſhews, that wat 
he requires has as ſtrong a Proof. And thus' 
irreſiſtibly inculcates his Doctrine of Tranſub-- 
Hantiation. For this is doing an Antagoniſt" . 
the Service of throwing yourſelf into Confu-. 
fion, which he will certainly take the Adyar- 
tage of, and at leaſt- will ſucceſsfully prove | 
you are in an Error as well as he. | 

Beware of a petit and low Manner of 
Thinking and Reaſoning, at firſt, on little 
Particularities : Take Example by-good Con. 
noiſſeurs in . wha conſider in one - 

T f 5 ner 


} s 


(6) 
neral View the Grand Deſign: If they find 
this good, and there is an Harmony in the 
Ficture, it is worth their Pains, and they diſ- 
play their own; Knowledge in cxamining into 
the Particulats, and the Execution of the 
ſmaller Matters, of which the whole is cum - 
pos d: They never enquire whether a Fea : 
ther in a Peacock's Tail be well painted, be- 
fore they have firſt ſeen that the Bird 1cfalf 5s 
not impertinent to the general Deſign. 
Therefore in this Cafe, view firſt the gene · 
ral Propoſition, and make the Queſtion ſhort, 
clear, and expreſſive: Is May a Free Agent? 
the Anſwer is No, he is a Patient, or he is 
acted upon, and is no Agent. Then aſk whe- 
ther he is acted upon by any real Being di- 


ſtint from himſelf within melt. or ar \ 


without himfelf?  _ 
Here give the Antagoniſt 3 urge r na+ 
thing upon him, only repeat the Queſtion, 
and you will find he will aim at drawing you 
. off from the Queſtion, and varying it, by chang» 
ing the Word Man for the Word WI LI, and 
tell you Will is purſuant to the Ia Determinati- 
on, and that to Judgment, and that to Perception - 
Theſe are the Particularities which you have 
as yet nothing to do with; therefore, if you 
ſay you have no Buſineſs with Will, you will 
talk of that when you have agreed on the ge- 
neral Queſtion : V 


= . 
: * 
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want to know if Max 
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lean Apa; or if a Patient, what it is which 
acts on him, you will find this mighty Argu- 


ment is finiſh'd ; for not one Word more can 
| be ſaid which deferves'a ſerious Anſwer. 


Authors have wrote on this Subject: You 


will find either. one or all thoſe three Propoſi- 


tions which we have already repeated, and to 
which no one clear and intelligible Meaning 
could ever be apply'd; and are therefore un- 
worthy a ſerious Conſideration, or they coin” 
Ideas, Motrves, Paſſcons, & c. into real Beings," 
and give them the ſame Power they deny 
Man, or elſe Man is acted on by Objects with. 
ext, which is talking of Motion and Contact, 
in direct Oppoſition to every Phenomenon A 
Nature, and the evident Laws of Morion and 


Conta#; therefore the only proper way of an- 


ſwering them is fuch like Drollery (which by 
the way is referring to Fact too) as. aſking 
what Object it is which goes into the Mind, 


unlocks the Cheſt of Memory, and lets out 


certain Italian Eunuchs to move the Tongue 
and Organs of Voice in a Woman to ſing a 
lig Tune the learn d Ten Years ago; or what 

Hectrical or Magnetical Effluvia are in the 
Fope's great Toe to draw a Man from Seottand 
to Rome to kiſs it. 


If they call on you to prove l Deny For 


— chuſing or refuſing to do any one 


And it is che ume if you conſider. which 


/ . 


1 

. ' 
: hi \ 
4 
'z 
: 
| 
1X8 
| q 
WV 

1 g++ 
w | 4 


* 
— 
1 - aa dab, Mo 
— 5 > - 2 - . 2 
- = —_ — = 
_ — Deer — 
— 8 * — 5 5 
r Re TS >. oc. 


2 9 . 8 
——— — — = 33 2 , 


—— — Mo: 


8 — 1 * + > 
5 ˙ ü ²˙ Fi Ao 


—— — 


3 e + Ia on 


wk 


—  v —-—_ Tc ARE oo — 
—— 2 = yo 


| 
I 
. 
1 


(64) 


ARion, never trouble yourſelf with 2 


Diſtinctions, Definitions, and Syllogiſms, De- 


monſtration to Senſe is beſt, give him a Pinch 
of ſtrong Snuff to clear his Head, this is a 


Proof you can chuſe * proper. to the : 
Occaſion. 


But as to arguing ſeriouſly. on the Matter; 
it is impoſſible, with any Propriety of Lan- 
guage, if the Queſtion i is once fairly ſtated and 
inflexibly kept to in the ſame Words, ' Is 
Max a Free Agent? and the moſt obſtinate 
Antagoniſt is ſtruck mute, or at leaſt in ſuch 
Confuſion, that tho' he be the moſt pertina- 
cious Philologiſt, you may give him an Hour 
to talk by himſelf before he will be able to 


ring out one Sentence which he can bear to 


repeat, or to read himſelf if he writes it; for 
he will find himſelf drove to the Neceſſity of 
owning, that a Man compares Ideas, Motives, 
Se. or they compare themſelves; if the lat- 
ter, he has made them real Beings; ; if the 


former, he gives up the Queſtion : And this 
is the Reaſon no clear and univerſal Propo- 


fition ever was, or ever-can be form'd of the 
Caſe : If you have a Mind to convince: him, 
a very few Words, once in halt an Hour, IS: 
enough, rather to excite Thoughts in him 
than to oppoſe. For the Pride and Vanity: 
of conquering in an Argument ought to be 
def] piſed, the Motive to a 3 Mind 
Fo, | 1s 


£ 


. 

is à real Benefit to the Perſon he argues with, 
_ tho” he ſhall afcribe his Cure 0 his own ber 
ter thinking. 

Beware, above all things, of Entertaining 2 
mean and contemptible Opinion of reaſoning 
to common Senſe; for tho Things are often 
found to be very different from what they 
ſeem to be on a vulgar and ſhallow View, as 
in the Inſtance we have given of the 'Earth's' 
going round the Sun; yet whatever pompous 
Cant of Language fone may uſe, it is common 
Senſe is the Criterion of all Philoſophical En. 
quiries and Concluſions, and to zhat are all 
Logical Arguments directed: For there is no- 
thing true or uſeful in Philoſophy which does , 
not appear ſo to common Senſe.” 


When a Man tells us Bread is Fleſh, 104 H 


Body may be entire in a thouſand Places at 
one and the ſame Time, or that three are e. 
qual to one, theſe Neceſſitarians join with us 


in ſaying it is repugnant to common Senſe, 
and think thar a ſufficient Confutation. Let 
theſe have what they think, a Sacred and In- | 


diſpenfible Authority to ſupport them, with 


the Force of Education; and that ſuch Au- 


thority and Force of Education are juſt Ex- 


cuſes if not Defences for it, muſt be allow'd 


by every conſiderate ' Man; but this Doctrine 

of Neceſſity, wants all manner of Support, or 

—— or any thing which can W 
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it, and therefore are they with mare Propriety 
of Language to be term'd Fanaticks, than 
many innocent Enthuſiaſts. But as the Term 
Fanatick is already appropriated and given, 
(chiefly by ſuch as theſe) as a Nick -· Name tio 
Enthuſiaſts, whoſe: Fancies are not ſo hurtful 

to Mankind as their own, we will ſee if we 
can't find. ſome Name to diſtinguiſh them by. 


.And as their Doctrine is no other than Talk-- 


ing and Arguing on Phantaſies, and Chimeri- 


cal Imagin 


ations, we will call them Fa 


Performance than proper to be argu'd. e | 
by Men of Learning, 


#337 


trine Fare Lb. For it is a : Folly and Hu- 
mour fitter to be expos d in ſome Dramatic 


In a ſexriqus manner this, Argument Was 4. 
niſh'd long ago in the Treatiſe onee. or twice 
already mention d. What Hobbit, Moral 


Motive, or Paſſon-Neceſſitarian, as well as. 


the Predeſtination or Divine-Freſcience,, Peo-. 
ple are not anſwerd in the-fallowing Propo- 

ſition ? than which, that two and. two. make 
four, is not more immediately ſelf-evident. 

We can TELL A LIE in. Oppoſition. to we. 
<« Judgment, and the Organs af Speech will“ 
< obey. a Reſolution, ſo to do and utter the 


% Words. 


And. there is not any Defect or 


<« other Cauſe. neceſſarily; inherent in Man, 
« NOT any, nnn. Matter, ar A | 


. 


& nor 


(6) 


1 nor a ſuperior BEING capable of being the 


& Author of Nature, that by any mediate or 


immediate Action or Direction, doth or 
Thath forcibly impell'd a Neceſſity for Man 
to tell a Lye, but it is the pure and only 
« Effet of the Power and Choice of his 
* Mind, in willing and reſolving ſo to do.” 
And what we have been principally purſu- 
ing here, is no other than the ſame in differ- 
ing Words, or the Sum and Amount of it, 
which is, 1 * Man is not a Patient to any 
Being diſtinct from himſelf wh himſelf, 
nor any without him; and this being as evi- 
dently true as that we think, or toe move; (for 
there are thoſe who have deny d theſe) it re- 
quires no Series of Philoſophical Argument 
to prove it, and of what Uſe then is all the 


common Cant on this Subject but to be laugh'd 


at. 

But this ſummary Way of Proceeding ſpoils 
the Philological Craft ; for this Notion of Ne- 
ceſfity has: ſery'd excellently well to gratify 
the Pride of thoſe who delight in conquer- 
ing in an Argument, by amuſing Mankind 
and inſulting the. Underſtandings of the 
diffident ang ſincere Enquyers after Know- 
ledge. 

1 ſhall think it no Preſumption to expect tbe 
Argument is here finiſh'd : Nothing, I dare 
venture to ſay, can be wrote for it in a Philo- 

K 2 ſophical 
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ſophical Way, that any, Man of. Senſe will 
bear to read, becauſe here is a previous Que 
ſtion firſt to be ſettled before the Mechanical 
Neceſſity of Human Actions can be admitted 
to be mention d, and that is, whether the Laws 
of Nature, 1 call d Kr Iſaac Newton's, 
are "the Laws of Nature? Nor that I play the 
Authority of his great Name upon them, . for 
theſe were known to be the Laws of Nature 
long before his Time, and, receiv'd as ſuch 
tho he has more happily and conciſely. deli. 
verd them, as well as more. fully demonſtra- 
ted the Univerſality of them than any before 
him; but, as the Caſe ſtands at preſent, Sir 
Jaa and his Diſciples are their Men; theſe 
are the Antagoniſts they have F1RsT to . 
whom, when they have confuted, and eſta- 
bliſh'd new Laws of Nature in direct Oppo- 
ſition to theirs, we may then give Attention 
ta them on this Doctrine of Neceſſity; but not 
till then. 1 

A Treatiſe proving the Neceſſity of Human 
Actions by Ideas, Motives, and Paſſions, may 
indeed bg wrote, but this, as ſoon as we open 
it, we ſhall ſee whether it will be worth read- - 
ing by the Pictures which will be in every 
Page of thoſe po#erful, intelligen®Beings. _ 

It may perhaps be look d vn as a Deficiency 
that I have not made Quotations, or at, leaſt 
referr'd to Tome Authors who have ſignaliz d 


2 them - 


e 
themſelves in this Imagery and Creation which 
I droll upon, but as they have all been guilty 
of this, more or leſs, I did deſign to have ta- 
ken no particular Notice of any one, had not 
the very laſt; thing publiſh'd on this Subject 
been ſomething extraordinary in this Way: 
It is in two Letters, the firſt of Saturday laſt, the 
. 28th of Feb. in the Britiſb Journal; and, as ap- 
pears, by no mean Champion for the Doctrine 
of Neceſſity: He there talks of the Prevalency 
of Ideas, repeats it frequently, and ſhews 
how they overcome one another, how they 
force Will, and how they ariſe: ſpontaneouſly 
(lit is his own. Word) in the Brain. 

The whole Tenor of theſe Letters is a De- 
ſcription of a certain Feople or Beings, which 
he calls Ideas, and to whom he has given as 
much Power,” Agency, Intelligence, and Choice, 
as ever any Advocate for Liberty aſcrib'd to 
Men. It ſeems to me, and I am apt to think 
will, after this, appear to others exactly like 
the Romantick Hiſtory of the Lilliputians, ba- 
ting that the Author has not been ſo kind as 
to give us their Size, Figure, manner of 

Wreſtling and Fighting with one another 
when at War, and their dancing in Concert 
when at Peace, as Lemuel Gulliver has done. 
But my Deſign is not to ſingle out this Let- 
ter more than any other, tg turn it into Ridi- 
cule. But as it is the laſt which has appear d, 

and 


| ( 30 3 RE 
pads thor: freſheſt in my Mind, and. 
came to Hand juſt as I Was concluding this 
Tract. For I ſeriouſly think, the Gentleman 
- Has ſaid as much as ever was ſaid on that 
fide of the Queſtion in the ſhort Compaſs he 
had to write in. And I can't help flattering . 
myſelf, that when the Author reviews it with 
the Light I have given him, himſelf will fee, 
(whether he will own it, is another Queſtion) 


that this, as well as others of the fame Na- : 


ture, is as much a Piece of Drollery, the? _ 
wrote ſeriouſly, as any thing I have here wrote + 
deſignedly to droll-on it. 

For, it is not on a ſlight and tranktory 
View of the Caſe, that I have drawn theſe 
Concluſions, but after whatever has 
been recommended to me on the Subject, and 
converſing with many Advocates of it, and 
' ſome greater; and much more able to defend 
it, if it could have been defended, than any 

ever yet appear'd in Print. Nevertheleſs, I 
can't help concluding, that the Reception it 
has met with in the World is owing to a petit 
Manner of thinking, and an effeminate and 
volatile Lightneſs of Mind, which takes up 
with Novelties too haſtily, and attends not 
long ehough to obſerve the Diſtinction of 
Things and their Relation to one another. 
For did Men but preſerve a manly Fortitude 
in ſtanding to the Determination of univerſal 

OY com- 
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comman Senfe, no ſuck groundleſs Abfurdity 
in the Nature of Things, nor ſo detrimental 
a Notion — nn bu. 
man Mind. | | 
Dur have 1 compleated: ber L bad'to fy 
cw this Head, and ſhall leave the Application to 
others, whoſe more immauum Baſeneſs # in 10 
inrulcate Moraiuy among Mankind. For nuradit H. 
a this Doftrine does not contain any thing 
which ts practicable, fo far as to ſuppoſe any Man 
weak enough to imugine, thut Neceſſiurium may 
baue a View. to- abrogate: all Moral Laws, (il it 
bas, I confeſs, a' Tendenry very like this.) For, 
if Men are not the, Authors of their own 
Actions, the Conſequence i ir, that it muſt be un- 
juſt to puniſh Malefactors. 1 fay "is true 
this is not prumirablr, for Men will habe Stir. 


faction for Injuries; yoÞ if many in a great Meas" 


ſure debanob» Men's Minds amd make them neg- 
ligent of their Actions, therefore it ought to be 
oppoſed by all Lovers of the Good of human Socie- 
ty; Huch; Dromes: andi Teachers of religious Du- 
ties ſhould: be: The | Founzlation- is here laid for 


them; and: they' ought ts carry on the Ridirule, 
and bring theſe Fancy-logilts and their DbArine- a 


into Comempt, by rendering it as indeed it ii, un- 
worthy the. ſerious Thoughts of Men of Kue 
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ere was a very'\commendable Deſign on foot 
the Beginning of this Winter, of "ſetting up a 


Lefure to improve Rational © Morality and Reli- 
gion, Application being made to me to aſſiſt umb 


ſome Materials proper to ibat Purpoſe : It gave 
Riſe to: the foregoing Diſcourſe on Neceſſity, as 
alſo to a Collection of. famerfarther Hints for them 
to proceed on, of Things which I concen d might 


in varying other Men's Thoughts by "way f Com. 
ment, or ſetting them in a new Light, my Ambi- 
tion is 10. endeavour to ſtrike out ſomet hing new 
aud originally my own; and rather delineate Work 
for others to finiſh, than proceed to ſay all which. 
can be ſaid on a Subjett myſelf ; and for this 
Purpoſe. 1 ſoall here add the following Sketches 
as Topicks for thoſe 10 conſider - who may re- 


"As 


* 


* The Fit oy pi is to o proſe 
the Peace and ORDER of the Society, or Na- 
tion in which we live; therefore the utmoſt 


| 8 Care muſt be taken not to diſturb the Tran- 
Ul quillity.of Men's Minds by raſh, abrupt, and 
58 unſeaſonable Expreſſions againſt the Way they 


were educated in: Beſides, it would be im- 


Reflections on the Religion of our Country, 
for 


not occur ſo reaaily to other People : I never de- 
ligbi in {pinning out Things to great Lengths, nor 


aſſume at a n. * ane. that- laudable Under- * 


politick as well as immoral to uſe indecent 


) 


h 


* 


„ 
ſor it would frighten People from attending 
to thaſe Truths which by Care and — 
tion might be inſinuated to them. 
bas. As it will be often proper to Anden 
kind in the State of Nature, Care muſt 
e taken to avoid two common Errors; one 
OY that inſtead of viewing rational Men of 
ſome Age, and conſequentiy Experience with 
the Appetites which produce Faffions, and Rea» 


ſen which produces Reflection; many think of 


nothing but Children of a Lear or two old, 
or Idiots. The other Error is a rr. 
Conceit of the Hobbits, that the State of Na- 
ture is the State of War, and they imagine 
only Men of the Male Kind fighting with one 


another. Whereas the contrary is moſt. evi- 


dent, for we find Mankind, Male and Fe- 
male, and the moſt ardent Apperites will then 


plainly appear to be a Fondneſs for their Wo- 


men, and a Tenderneſs for their Offspring; 


and this is even common to them with ſome 


Brutes, and therefore the true Fate of Na- 
ture. From hence ariſe benign Diſpoſitions, 


ſoftneſs:of Temper, and Friendſhips; theſe 


being more pleaſarit and ſafe than Quarrelling 
and Fighting, they naturally improve ang 
Proſecute them, taking Care not to be di- 
ſturb'd in their Enjoyments. War may indeed 


ariſe to defend and ſecure theſe Enjoyments, 


but Men are naturally rather Good than Evil: 
7 L * And | 
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And this is not only evident from the Cure of 
elf. proſer vation, and alſo that Pleafiire and 
Eaſe are more naturally choſen than Pain uu 
Trouble, but it is alfo hiſtorically true: And 
Hiſtories of Voyages and Travels to remote 
Pants, - where the Names of neither Jews, 
Chriſtlans, Mahometans, or any polite Na- 
tion were ever heard, wilt wand Tuſtatices . 
Ye Morality is a Sytem of Patidicks; arifng 
from the moſt ſimple and natural Senſutiont 
of Pleaſure and Pain, which leads us to chooſe 


our Neighbour's Pleaſure, becauſe our own 
can't be * nor 8 without cup 
Neighbour's. | 

Morality is diſtin from Religions. nd 
therefore we may adinit what ſame inſiſt 
very ſtrongly on, that à prudent Man, by 
ſtudying. only his own Pleafure in Society 
may be ſtrictiy Moral, tho he never coricerns 
himſelf to think at all on the Being f 
*Gop. Nevertheleſs, it is impoſſible for 's 


| „ much Reflection and not 


fall naturally into the-Notlen or rather Evi- 
dence of the Being oi a wiſe and petſect Au- 
thor of Nature, who da r | 
Agency. 

4. The natural Notion which len have of 
eee 
the 
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de higheſt Petsch, according to Men's 
common Notions of Goodneſs and Morality. 
| . Therefore, .to teach any ching of Go pb, 
which calls his Morality in-Queſtion, is in- 
_ evlating, by the moſt illuſtrious Example, 
the Mind of Man can contemplate, the moſt 
dangerous Immorality. To afcribe Actions to 
Gop which among Men are vicious, barbarouss 
mast, and fools, and ſuch as a wiſe ,and 
good Man durſt not do; is ſullying the bright- 
eſt” Image of Goodneſs: Men have for their 
Pattern; and if once they are taught Gop is 
Inc; who can Man imitate better or 
_ fafer than the Great Author of his Being? 
Take Notice here of ſome of thoſe flagrant 
f Allegations againſt Gop, of his tempting Men 
to evil Actions, his hardening a Man's Heart, 
and then puniſhing him for being Hard- 
hearted,” hating Men before they are born, 
_ ordering a. Nation to be deſtroy'd three or 
ſour hundred Years after their *Fore-fathers 
had committed che Fault, But theſe Things 
need not be literally quoted and told, only 
the Immorality thereby inculcated, is to be 
condemn'd, and the Detriment of ſuch Ex- 
amples and Impiety thereof to be ſhew d. 
N. B. Hint here at a Remedy for this, by ob- 
ſerving-.that the Word uſed frequently in 
Seripture on theſe Occaſions, which is always 
tranſlated Login, without any Diſtinction 
2E from 
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from another Word, which the Hebrews for 
te moſt part uſe to ditinguih the moſt high 


Go ov by; if the! Clergy, who are Traulla- 
tors, would give usa dlffering Word ſor 


dis, as it is differing in chb Original, they 


might ingenioufly enough evade the ſhocking 
Confequences zuſually draum from hence: 


Let it be taken for a /uboydinare or Cuardian 


Angel, or any thing, rather than fuch Abſur- 


dities and Immoralities ſhould be taught of 


Gov. This is worſe than the Doctrine of Ne- 
ceſſity, becauſe it may, and is drawn into Pr 
ctice, and wicked Schemes are re 8 
n 18518 97 int ll 
F. Lying, or faying Things malle in Fact, 


add contrary to univerſal / common Senſeito 


be held in the greateſt Deteſtation: Gop has 
gwen us Reaſon and oominon Senſe to ſee 
Truth from Error, and erpects the Uſe of it: 


Here ſtrongly urge the Untverſality:of Ren 
hon and its Force, in reſiſting an Untruth by) 
the Name Conſcience, and that if a Man muſt 

anfwer for any thing at all, he muſt, ſor ſay- 


ing Things are otherwiſe than himſelf and 


all Mankind ſee them to be. To ſay Things are 
Myſteries which all Mankind ſee the Truth 
or Falſity of, is going on in a Series of Lyes.: 
to affirm a Body may be in a thouſand Places 
at one and the ſame Time, or that Thirty is 
"INC __ EAR 2 Lys; and ſaying 


theſe 


9) , 


theſe are N bfteries which Man cannot nor 


ought not to dive into, is as groſs a Lye as 


the firſt; for every Man's common Senſe and 
e doth invöluftariſy bear Wirneſs of | 


the Falfity: 


Here is Room largely to ſhew tin" wiſely 
and perſectiy Gon has made Man, that there 


is no Duty required of him either in Know- 
ledge or Practice, either by Nature, or which, 


one wiſe Man may require of another, but 
that he has F aculties 0 tee : and Power . Per- | 


form: * AED 


6. Giving Rivwirds kor Opinions and Mat- 
ters of Faith, tho” Men live diſſolute Lives, 
is directly teaching them Vice: For ſbewing 
them how they may compound for Crimes, i is 


ſubſtituting ſomething in the Room of Ver- 


tue and Morality, and rendering them uſeleſs. 
This claſhes ſo with future Puniſhments for 


Sins, that it entirely deſtroys the End for 

which future Rewards and Puniſhments 
ſhould be taught. If Hell is given at all, it 
ſnould be for Vices and Crimes by which He. | 
man Nature is degenerated, or as are detri- 


mental to Society. Nen 


Mien can never be ſincerely honeſt We 
theſe Things are imbib'd.' Here is no uni- 


verſal Syſtem of Morality whch by its uni. 


| form Confiſteney gives'] *Pleafure to the Mind, 
ad” renders Vertue amiable, but variable 


A!HU T8 ( Schemes 
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Schernes, different in every different Place, 
and variable as. the Paſhons: and Intereſts of 
W * 


7. The Notion re of che. 
Soul has been found at all Times, and in all 


Parts of the. Werld is deduc'd from pure, na- 


tural, and inartificial Reſtections and Obſerve- 
tions, the future Rewards and Puniſhments 
| deduced from hence, are Inſelicities which 

| 8 attend here and hereafter. the Degenera - 
No the human Mind from (Rzas0n. to 
Brat Paſſions : This is harmoniouſly conſo- 
| vant to natural Morality, and 40 the Ferſecti- 

ons Men fee in the Author of Nature, and 
| leads. to the Imitation of them. | 
The Being of Gon, the Immortality of the 
Soul, future Rewards and Puniſhments, as 
well- as Morality, are all deduc d from. Na- 
ture, and Men are alſo naturally cadow'd 
with Reaſon, which by the Names GCon/arenre 
and Common Seuſe it appears they are thereby 
able to judge of the Diſtinction and Relation 
of Things, and to diſcern Truth from Erxrar. 
From hence a popular Queſtion may be ex- 
pected to be anſwer d: I there any Naceſi for 
an extraordinary Revelation 2... _ 

I would have no more direct Anſwer retura's | 
than this. The Foundation of all Religion 
and. Mdrality is thus reveal'd, and the divine 


— Reaſon is the conſtaut Dictator and 
5 Witneſs 


099) 


4 corfider, that Men in common, cannot reaſon 


Men have à Syſtem of Religion offer'd to 
them, they can indeed judge if it is agree- 
1 ay Revelation, but there is 


— it practical. There muſt be 
proper Times and Seaſons, and Methods, ſor 
the Exereiſe thereof: And it is of great Ufe 
in reduoing the irregular Tempers of Men, 
and cementing civil Society. Beſides, future 
Rewards and Puniſnments have their Weight 
with the generality of Men. To this indif- 
penfible Uſe of Religion, add the natural 
Tendericy of Mankind, which is ſo ſtrong, 
and ariſes from the firſt RefleQions which Per- 
fons make even in a State of Nature without 
either the Inſtruftion of Philoſophers or Com- 


mands of Priefts, and it will be found, that 


admitting (ſor Argument ſake) it could be 
thought for the Benefit of Mankind that they 


mould be without Religion, it would be 
found impracticable, and there would be no 


Poffibility of keeping them out of Natural Reli- 
gion; therefore theſe half-learn'd would-be- 
Philoſophers, with'their fanciful anti- religious 
Co will appear to be not only wicked, 


. air] "Rug no n of the 
fe Int 2 . -— Reaſon 
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Wines of it. But beſides this, we are to 
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With one another as Philoſophers duo. When | 


for u regular Syſtem of Religion, | 
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Reaſon of Things, no Knowledge) * human 
; Nature, nor any View to the good of Society. 


Among thoſe who are bigotted againſt,Re» 


ligion, we have ſeen; ſome, who, to ſupport 


their Aſſertions, that natural as well as reueaſd 


Religion is Artifice and Prieſt-craft, have taken 
nolittle Pains to ſearch after the Philoſopher 
or Authority which firſt taught the Immorrali- 


ty of the Soul. But did ever the moſt confin d | 


Enthuſiaſt in Religion run into a more mean 


and narrow manner of thinking ? Is it not 


apparent that not one of the eſtabliſh'd Sy- 
ſtems of reveal'd Religion ever taught it? The 


Chriſtian depends on the Reſurrection of the 


Body; ſo doth the Mahometan. In Chriſt's 
Tine, among the Jews, who had receiv'd 
the: Grecian Philoſophy, / there were three 


Sets, two of which held it as Matter of Spe- 
culation and Philoſophy ;. the Phariſees, who 


were Stoicks, and the Efſenes, who were Py- 
thagoricks or Italick's,, the Sadducees were 
Epicureans, and deny'd it. Nor was this at 
all againſt their Religion, for neither did 
| Moſes; nor any of his Followers teach future 
Rewards and Puniſhments, but temporal 


Evils to thoſe who; diſobey d the Command, 


and to their Poſterity, but nothing in another 
Life; and as to Philoſophers introducing it, 


tho' it is true many in Greece and other Places 


held it, and taught it as _ as Epicurus and 
others 


„ 
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others did the oontrary. Yet this is little to 


the Purpoſe ; 3 and it is indeed trifling to men- 
tion it; for what is this to its being found in 
the World before thoſe Philoſophers Time ? 
or how came it in America, in the remoteſt 


Parts of India, among the naked and illiterate 


Indians and Negroes in a moſt remarkable man- 
ner in Guinea? on the large Iſland of Madaga/- 
car, and others? But one of our Engliſh Dra- 
matick Poets. has-proy'd a better natural Phi- 

loſopher, (at leaſt in this Point) and in a moſt 


beautiful Manner ſhew'd the Original of it. 
And in the following Lines we ſee the Rea- 


ſon why all Men, . not biaſs'd by artificial 
Learning, who think and reflect deliberately 
on Death, can't help thinking in ſuch a Man- 
ner, nor forming ſome ſuch like Concluſions 
as Shakeſpear has made Hamlet. 


— — — to die to ſleep; 
No more; and by a Sleep to ſay we end 
The Hearr-Ach, and the thouſand natural Shock 
That Fleſh is Heir to: Tis a Conſummation 
Devoutly to be wiſh'd. To die, to ſſeep 
To sLEEr, perchance to nx EAM! ay, THERE'S the Rub 


For in Ar Sleep of Death, what Dreams may coma 


When we have ſhufl'd off this mortal Coil 


Muſt give us Pauſe. There's the Reſpect _. 


That makes Calamiry of ſo long Life 
For who would bear the Whips and Scorns of Time; 


Th Oe s Wrongs, the proud Man's Contumely. 
M who 
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To groan ** ſwear under a weary Liſe ? 
Bur that the Dread of ſomething after Dearh, 
The undiſcover d Country, from whoſe Bourn 


” 


Do Traveller returns, puzzles the Will, 
And makes us rather bear thoſe Ills we have. lads * 


. We ro n that we know not we 


. % * 


It has wen objekted to me thas Gepe, 


was a Chriſtian, and therefore byaſs d; but 


I reply, this is a feign'd Character, in which 
he cannot be conſider'd as ſuch, for if we did 


not know the Author, its Date and Place, 


it would be taken for ſomething diametrically 
oppoſite to Chriſtianity : In the firſt four 
| Lines he is talking of ending the Heart-Ach, 
and a Conſutamation or being perfectly finiſh'd. 
This is very remote from any reveal'd Reli- 
gion or Philoſophy, except the Eprcurean : 
Then, in the laſt four Lines, an undiſcover d 


Country — puzzles the Will —— tear thoſe Illi 
we know, rather than thoſe we know not of, He 


ſays, uo Traveller returns, when as Chriſtia- 
nity is built on Chriſt's having return'd, and 


alſo others. Beſides, here is no talking of 


Heaven or Hell, no nor ſo much as an Aſſu- 
rance of Futurity, which a Chriſtian durſt 


not doubt of. I ſay, therefore, here is Pl 
true Picture of Man in the State of Nature. 


By the State of Nature I mean a Man un- 


taught, 


1 N | 
, CW) 
taught, and therefore not determin'd by the 
Artifices of Philoſophers, ' nor Authority of 
Prieſts. And tho perhaps not exactly on this 
Manner, yet ſomething very like it, ever was, 
and ever will be the Thoughts of thoſe who 
ſee Men Die and Dream, and Sleep, and who 
give themſelves Time deliberately to reflect 
on it, which will be the Caſe as often as Men 
are apprehenſive of Death, or are going to 
undertake an Affair which may put an End 
to their Being. 
I hope none will pretend to think 1 bring 
this as a philoſophical Proof of the Immorti- 
lity of the Soul, or that I do not know there 
are Objections to be made to it, but I bring it 
to prove, that it is a natural and univerſal 
Notion, and ariſes from ſuch a natural Man- 
ner of thinking: To this we add, that Men 
in all Parts of the World do fiippot: that ſome 
of their Dreams are ſignificant of Things to 
come : We indeed find, that from hence have 
aroſe a thouſand Superſtitions ; as of Spirits, 
Ghoſts, Sc. the moſt of which are ridiculous 
enough, and the Effect of Weaknefs of Un- 
derſtanding, and want of more mature think. 
ing. This of Immortality alſo varies as to 
the Manner of its Exiſtence : ſome, and that 
a great Part of the World, have been for 
transferring the Soul to other Bodies; others 
ſay, it lives diveſted of Body; then alſo they 
om” * . 


(84) 
differ as to its Place of Reſidence 3 but what- 
ever they differ in, or whatever Abſurdities 
they run into, which 1 allow. to be many, as 
to the Manner, yet Mankind ever did, and 
do ſtill agree in the. general Notion of e 
Exiſtence. 19 9 8554 8 og 
_ Philoſophers, who argue againſt it, can ca 
never clear themſelves of the Suſpicion of it; 
it will ſecretly affect their Minds, becauſe 
Voluntary Marion can never be reconcibd to the 
Laws of Matter: By the Unlearn'd it will be 
taken for granted; by thoſe. who, enquire moſi 
1mpartially and. Anwar into Nature, it 
will appear in the higheſt Degree of Probabi- | 
lity; therefore, all Mankind ever were, and 


ever will be affected by it; and their Conduct 8 


and Actions will for the moſt Part be thereby 
inſſuenced, though ſome Men's much more 
than others, and the ſame Man's not always 
alike. This is enough for my. Purpoſe,. or 
for any one 's, who looks only into Man for 
the Nature of Man. We muſt take Things 

as they really are, and as we find them, = 
not on the imaginary Schemes of thoſe who 
lay down firſt ſome Novel, Conceit, as an 
Hypotheſis, and then invent and ſtrain Cir- 
cumſtances to make them agreeable to it. 

But as great an Advocate as J am for Reli. 
gion, yet am I declared Enemy to Prieſt · 
Craft, becauſe it is a Political Tyranny in 8 
8 ä . 


( 35 ) 
rect @ppoſition to the Foundation on which 
all Religion or Morality is built, which is 
- conſiſtent with the Honour and Attributes of 
Gov, and the Good arid Happineſs of Human 
Society. Nor is the preſent Controverſy in 
which the Clergy are the Defendants, - any 
more the Cauſe of Religion than of the Ma- 
thematicks; it is as much à Political Diſpute 
as that between the Craftſman and the London- 
Journal, and is a Trial of Skill whether the 
Glergy ſhall continue a Power to diſturb the 
Face of Great Hnuun 253 ct: 

That it is not the Cauſe of Nba is moſt 
evident; 3 for by what Mean - ſpiritedneſs I 
know not, but Men in qur Time have been 
call'd to Account, and ſome ruin'd; for con- 
demning as falſe, of turning into Ridicule a 
Thing which the firſt Centuries of Chriſtiani- 
ty never ſaw; and tho it bears a Name, yet 
is the Author unknown; was ever diſputed 
among Chriſtians; a Reproach to the Pro- 
ſeſſors of it among the Heathen ; and ſo ſelf- 
evidently falſe, that the very Proſecutors 
themſelves durſt not affirm the Truth of it; 
Were the Queſtion put in a ſolemn and di- 
ſtinct Manner to them, and a direct Anſwer 
demanded: And I would expreſs the Que- 
. ſtion in as clear a Manner as ſaying, Are 
Tharty no more than Ten? or a Daughter as 
old as her Mother? And let me ſee the Man 

that 


(86) 
that has any Value ſor his Credit and Un- 
derſtanding, ſtand forth in the midſt. of a 
Court of Judicature, look me ſtedfaſtly in the 
Face, and tell me the Dictates of his own 
Conſcience, in one Affirmative or Negative 
Monoſyllable, as he will anſwer it to Man- 
kind now, or to Gop hereafter: And whether 
or no it is not in his Power to diſtinguiſh the 
Truth or Falſity of the Propoſition. 
' Ts this then any thing elſe but the Prieſts 
Pulitical Barometer, to meaſure the Height of 
their Power with the Laity, that they may 
thereby find the Capacities of Mankind, and 
judge whether they are capable of being i im- 
pos'd on, in any other Caſe; for if they ſee 
Men in Power ſo much their Slaves as to run 
all Hazards, whether with Law or without, 
to .puniſh' any Man who ſhall oppoſe their 
Trial of Skill, they are then ſure, that with 
a very little Artifice, the ſame Men may un 
brought to enforce another Abſurdity, 
Time, and their Intereſt and Ambition mal 
require. For, by the ſame Reaſon that they 
puniſh Men for denying three and one to be 
equal, by the ſame Reaſon may they puniſh 
Men for denying two and five to be equal ; 
That is, by the ſame Stypidity they find in 
Mankind to fight for them, and puniſh Men - 
for | queſtioning the above-hinted Abſurdity, 
on the ſame Stupidity will they be ſure of 
<4 Succeſs 
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- Succeſs in inculcating the Divine Right of 
Priefts and Kings, Paſfive-Obedtence, or any o- 
ther Thing which they think neceſſary: And 
ſo long as they meet with Magiſtrates ſlaviſh 
enough to do this for them, ſo long will it be 
in their Power to raiſe the Mob upon thoſe 
very Magiſtrates and Government whenever 
they have a Mind to it: And I appeal to 
every Man's Knowledge if this was not the 
very Caſe in Great Britain too lately, either to 
need or bear a Relation. 

Therefore I conclude, that this Propoſition 
to which they pretend to give a Sanction, 
is no other than the Oath of Allegiance from 
the Laity to their Sovereign Lords and Ma- 
ſters the Clergy, which' whoſoever will be 
enſlaved before all Things, he muſt take. 

We have no King-Craft in Great Britain; 
where this is indeed, there may be ſome Oc- 


caſion for Prieſt-Craft to delude the People 


irito Obedience to it ; and they muſt in Re- 
turn be aſſiſted in chair Ambition by the Se- 
cular Power; and one Tyranny is neceſlary 
to ſupport the other; but we are got over this 
in our Civil Government; and is it not then 
highly juſti fiable for us, who are truly ſenſi- 
ble of the Happineſs of ſuch a Conſtitution, 
to be jealous of any thing which may hurt it; 
and this is not poſſible, but from the Wiles 
of artful Politicians, who may play the Cler- 
; ; | BY. 
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gy off, and raiſe the Mob to the Deſtruction 
of it. And that this was not effectually done 


but ſeventeen Years ago, and we Slaves, or 


voluntarily Exiles, is more owing to Chance, 
or rather to Providence, than any thing elſe. 
And therefore, to fpeak ovT, in plain Enghſh, 
as every true Briton ought, it is &cheverel, 


and the Cant of High-Church is the Caſe : Thar 
is the dangerous Power and Pride of the 


Clergy we would have abated: And what 
Uſe there is for them, either to be in Reality, 


or to imagine themſelves of ſuch Weight, is 


not very reconcileable to the Continuance of 
our preſent happy Circumſtances : Nor how 
ſuch a formidable Body, as they endeavour to 
be, (by arbitrarily filencing all that does not 
pleaſe them) is conſiſtent with the Benefit of ei- 
ther Prince or Subject, or with the whole 

or any Part of our Conſtitution, is not eaſy to 
be prov'd. 

The People in general would reaſon them- 
ſelves out of their Power, were they not in- 
terrupted in improving the Uſe of their 
Reaſon, which Gop has given them for thoſe 


very Purpoſes. For Truth Univerſal, Ge- 


nuine Truth will clear itſelf, and enforce its 

ſelf, were: not Men hinder'd by Violence 
from ſeeing and declaring it. Fhere's no 
Want of Laws againſt the Clergy, not fo 
much as * old ones made in their 
Fa- 
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Fayour. On. the contrary, we want ſuch 
like Men as. they would pretend. themſelves 
to be; that is, Miniſters of true Religion and 
Morality For, does any one think, that be- 
cauſe in what follows they will find the 

Foundation on which all Laws and Politicks 
ſhould be built, and the Criterion by which 
they are to be try'd: That it is to be imagin d 
a Nation can be govern'd without particular 
Laws and Statutes, and alſo Magiſtrates to 
put them in Fa: 80 2 in Religion, 
the Foundation on which all true Religion 
is built, will be there found, and the Crite- 
rion, by which every thing which is taught, 
under the Name of Religion, muſt be try'd. 
But this doth not exclude the Uſefulneſs of a 
Practical Syſtem of Religion, and of a Mini- 
ſtry to 'inftrut Men in it. But we want 
them not for Miniſters of State, and for 
Lords and Maſters, let them teach us as a 
Tutor does his Pupils, or as a Parent his 
Children, not as an Inquiſitor his Penitents, 
or a Creolean his Negroes, who keeps them 
ignorant, as the beſt Aſſurance of. their r re. 
maining Slaves. 

1 think we may juſtly ſuppoſe there are 
ndt leſs in this Kingdom than three hundred 
thouſand People, who, take them one with 
another, have Learning enough to match i in 


an 9 the Clergy, take them alſo one 
N with 
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wi another, and Wo are aß well aq 
A Rei igjon, ay as alſo 5 


atural Philol ſophy. as. mene 5 


n 


watation will not appear too 
we e our DE 0s en- 
our, eminent Ph yſicians, and the Branches 
35 Phylick, A 1555 and e 
Sher and 't eir Branches, Solicitors : 
Greg the, vaſt, Number, of Mes 
Mein: e 
don but many. other 75 a 
ale T Tops, With, 2 — 5 
ien to. 17 7 e ang. their d 
1 e Of elxes, hy their good. Under 


odings.: neſe, we muſt add many expel- 
125 Mathematicians, 1 prodigi 
proyemnent, | late Years 
Branch 


Lepraing, not. a, lie ping 10, 
5 conſtant Courſes of N 


dal Phi. 


oſophy,, "Which render the moſi uſeful Know, 


ledge familiar. to, us, We, muſi,alſo ig 


particular Manner remember, that there; is, 


ſGrce, a Bopk wrote. in ancient, ox, modern., | 
Foreign, Languages, Which, conjains ag. Va, 
luable Learning or Hiſtory, but is 
into. Eglyb, by. which our Women become 
learned. ; nor can our Servants be ſaid to be 
er. who, read and write well, and maſk; 

f - them. underſtand. common Arithmetigk, . . 
Art e to, be . by, > Mi 


(91) a 
they would teach Henenrdt, 1 Or 4 che Caf 
Was in Hulud ive Huttidred or a . thoufanc 
ok agb, Wheh the Cleigy themſelves were 
not ſd Wand 48 We Have navy Hine Muir. 
lions f People in the Kingdom of Grear Fri. 
thin, Wwheh Fair the Clergy Willd fearce 70405 
ab any of tHeth not at All. It was in "Hoſe 
dank Ages, delve the liwentidn ef Priait 10 


that tele Abfurd Doctriſies Were 'tugh 
Whith they would fiow enforce in ths as 
of Fearing. F. rom herice it is me . 
ſeretter With the Clergy is tiot a Point of Re. 
ligion, as between a Differter and Chitirch: 
man, r eltller of 'theth, 'atid a Ronian Catho- 
titk, but à potitical Difpiits, br rather Charge 
; Agaluſt Wen for Uſarpatioh in Matter of 
CHI Right and Liberty; And therefore, i 


ſulh Dilpute as aboye, or as in doubtful To. 
picks of Phitoſophy/; biit a Teſt to try a Fool 
ma Man'of Senſe; for one whio can be 
aviſh enough to Anere to the common Ab- 
Uities,” muſt de mean fpirited, and alſo 
FTüircumſcribd in his Underſtanding to a natr- 

10 Compaſs; for an Abſurdity as groſs as 
two and two aks five, can be & Subject 'of 
— among Men of Senſe. A Man muſt 


uſillanimbus enough to be filenced at once 


5 it ee to univerſal common Senſe, 
Nas. | There 
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= Werfation among Gentlemen, there is no 
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Therefore are theſe Things never argu'd, but 
throw'd. out ſometimes as a Criterion to ſo 

the Depth of a Man's Underſtanding who is 
2 Stranger : And this not among Rakes, Hob- 


bis, and Latitudinarians „ as the Clergy 


would as ignorantly as falſly intimate, but it 
is to be found principally among the moſt va- 


 Tuable, . virtuous, and learned People, and 


thereſq re it cannot be expected Gentlemen 
will ſerve the Clergy long, i in publick with. 
what they are alham d to own in Conyerſa- 
tion, becauſe it calls their Honeſty me Under: 
ſtanding in Queſtion... _ _. 

This is the real and Wane 2 State of 
the Caſe, and therefore it would conduce to 
the Intereſt and Honour of the Clergy to 
think in Time of being a little more confi; 
ſiRit to. Bru 1 Liberties and Britiſh Underſtand: 
ings than they have hitherto. been, leſt they 
bring that Scandal and Detriment to the beſt 
conſtituted. Church in the World 5 which 
thoſe whom they falſly imagine are their Ene- 
mies.would be loath to ſee; for we would 
have them go on to inſtruct, tho not to en- 


flaye; ; but if they are in haſte to bring Things 
to a Criſis, their own Way, the taking up a 
ſew more Perſons ſor Speculative Matters 
would contribute very much to it, tho' no- 


thing would conduce more than three fuch 


Sermons i in a Year As Mr. Bau $, one at each 


FA ; Uni. ä 


C8) 

Univerſity, and one in the City of London: 
This would do their Buſineſs more eſſectually 
than twenty Treatiſes n * Miraeles 
publiſh d evary Leal. h e 

There js a Treatiſe lately: publiſr, which 
the Title Page tells us is aGx1nsT thoſe who | 
fay Reaſon it a ſufficient Guide in Matters of 
Religion without Revelation. One would think 
this was not calculated ſor the Meridian of 
London, nor what End can be expected from 
it, who it is deſign'd for, nor where the Po- 
licy lies of themſelves keeping up a r 
on this Queſtion, is what I cannot diſcern. 
They ſay there is no perfect Syſtem: of Ne- 
tural Religion; and Religion being Supernatu- 
ral, REeasonN, which confiders only natural 


2 Things, can be no Guide to it. Now this 


indeed happens to be true of Religion, as 
they teach it with their own Political Addi. 
tions, and the Divine Light of RRASON which 
God. has given Man to guide him, can be 
nd Guide to ſuch Religion; which is juſt 
ſaying it is Unnatural and Unreaſonable. ' © 
But Religion, which is founded on the na- 
tyral Evidences we have of a w/e, perfect, 
and juſ God, of the Immortality of the Soul, 
(and future Felicities and Infelicities the Con: 
ſequence thereof) and on all Morality and 
Virtue conducing to the Peace, Hohour, and 
Happineſs of Man i in Society ; : is found in 

Na TURE 


„ 8 
Narun! 833 a Ange @ Sugrter gur 
Guicle to t. mere T1907 « 

N 61", 1 bo 
nere publiſh the following Rail” 
vhether r no this is ai perfect Syſtem Rs 
tural Religion; and Natural Logic, (or wy 
| ther whether it Will mot lead us to u Perfect 
one) I ſnall lea de others to determine; but 
mis I think IL may venture to ſay, dat N S 
tains the Elements uf Religion às Well as df 
Aforals and Folkicks; ard "the Cu 1 TEN TON 
ty Wich they are tobe wydz Nedetbd 6 
plain, natural, ſelfevident /Projefitions 
Which are fo ifrefiftable and uff verſal hs to 
admit of no diſpming. And I take all Op- 
| portunities'of publithing this, find ing the Uſe- 
fulneſs of it as well to ſhew that Religion 
is riot in itſelf againſt Nature nor agninſt Rea 
ſon; as ulſo, that altho” Eee, ad Prince 
ples are mot Pyattiral Shermer and neceſſary 
Forms, yet theſe hem and Form contain 
much of the Paſſions and Intereſts of the In- 
troducers, to the Scaridal of Religion and even 
of Humanity; therefore it is neceffary'to have 
ſomething to try thoſe Schemes atid Forms by; 
and Man is not fo imperfecctiy made as o de 
without a proper Gaide to whatſoever i is cn 
denient for him to kno odo. e 
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1 3 II. n 
of Re m to. judge. of. Cd and Baa, 
Tuice, Rh Trinfice,. Wiſdom and Folly, and) 

like 3. that a, Man may thereby. attain, 
owlegge to diſtinguiſh Truth from Error, and 
to, 44 his Actions accordingly. =, 
; Reaſon is known. to. us alſo by the 
N. Wa of Judgment, Light of Nature, Con. 
ſcience, and Cammon Sexſe., only varying its 
Name according to. its different Uſes and Ap. 
pearances, but. is one and the ſame Thing. 

IV. The. Undenſtanding of Mankind con: 

ſiſts of Apprehenſ ian, Oothexwiſe call/d Fercep 
tion; 
———— ; — "REF" 7 ES — 
nfallibiliy of Human Judgment, p. 83, 


ads 77 F are = 


* the, Appreheuſron, by a careleſs Injuſtice before 
theyzare. brought to the Judgment ; or in the 


Mul, in inequitably chufing and reſolving on 
Things without the Ne, or contrary to 


it. 


V. The Ideen of Man is an involtiitaty 
Faculty, acted upon by Objects, and deter- 


mines without any Conſent of the Will; like 


a Mirrour, which gives a true Image if oye; 

ry thing that can be brought to it. 
And according to the Certainty br hr c 

ty of any Matter, the Judgment determines it 


to be more or leſs doubtful;” or true, or falſe. 


VI. If there is not ſufficient Certainty, or 
ſome Matter of Fact, to demonſtrate Some 
thing clearly to the Na, no Authority or 


Power whatſoever can force or perſuade it to 
determine whether it be Good or Bad : But 
if it is brought to View, a true ie Judgment is 


— unavoidable. 


VII. Reaſon is not EM a competent and 


- infallible Judge, but the only Teft to which 


all Authorities muſt ſubmit to be try'd, before 


we can know ourſelves, or prove to eg 


VI they are Good or Bad. 


2 * ” ' 2 


Cz | 

III. Whitſoeyer is Juſt; Wiſe; True, and 
Goo, hath no Occaſion to Fear a Trial * 
Nenſon, or to appeal from it to Authority. 

IA. Bllitving is ant "Afſent of the Tuag ment. 
Therefore, where the Judgment hath not de- 
termin d or afſented to ſomething ſeen by the 
Apprehenfion, pretending to believe is a bare 
Affirmatien and Act of the Mill only, which 
18 no other thin ignorant or wicked Lying. 
| X. A Voice in Thunder from the Clouds, 
nor any Prodigy or Miracle whatſoever, c 
alter or ' efface the Notions: of Tuftice and” 5 
aum in the Minds of Men ;. it may prevent 
the Uſe and Benefit of them, but cannot hin- 
der their Judgment from determining whether 
what they ſee and know is 7uft and wwiſe, 
True and Good, tho it may terrify them 0 St 
— and Lying. 7 
For the Notions of Juſtice and kus 

Piſdom and Folly, are after the ſame Manner 

rinted on the Mind, as the Notions of 

5 urs; full as early, are equally unalter- 
able, and as truly and properly apply d. 
XI. Religion and Anoulecge is not confin d 
to any Perſons who have particular Faculties 
of perceiving, judging, and improving there- 
by: What is uſeful is for general Benefit and 
Inſtruction. cs . 

XII. Things .deſign'd 1 common Beließ 
muſt have Nba nces fitted to common 0 
and Senſe. - 


„ XIII. 


XIII. The Notions of Juftice and Wiſdom. 
are prior to the Notion of the Being of Gop. | 
| he Knowledge of the Being of . God is the 

Effect of natural Rea oning on Things obvi- 

ous to our Senſes, diſcovering the World and 
TP Fare — 0 to be the 1 

"ſome one Juſt, Wiſe, Powerful, a 
Being or Agent; and to this irreſiſtible Con- 
i * give the Name of Gop. 


ception or 
V. The Notion of the Immertalty of the 

Hul ariſes from obſerving the great Capacity 
the Mind of Man diſcovers, and ſtrives to 
exert in the Invention of Writing, Speaking, 
and Machines to act with, beyond the natu 
Limits of the Body; the Difference of the 
Operations of Men and Brutes, tho' their Or- 
gans and Means are the ſame, the Efforts of 
the Deaf and Dumb in Reaſonin „and ex- 
ale their Reaſonings, tho? have a 
enſe leſs than ſome Brutes, the Pre-ſcienee 
in Dreams, and other like inorganical Ways 
of Perception, and the Affinity of the com- 
mon Ways of receiving Knowledge with thoſe 
uncommon, the Difference there is in the Ei- 
fects produced by Language written or ſpo- 
ken, conveying Knowledge of Wow at a 
Diſtance, without Contract to the Taught, 
but none to the Untaught, though their Senſes 
are equally perfect and alike exerted ; the be- 
ginning Motion within ourſelves, without 
ny external Touch to excite it, ſnewing there- 
y Perception from Matter, and Action to it, 
without touching it, diſcovering itſelf thus to 
be a conſcious, perceiving, acting Spirit, or 
living Perſonality, operating without the Body, 
to Fore-knowledge, when its Organs * 

# 8 1 5 S 


WS - BY 
Reſt and uſeleſs, capable of diſtint Exiſtence 
from it, not liable to the Accidents thereof, or 
attackable by any Elementary Force, or tangi- 
ble * conceivable Matter: And tho it 
may be puniſh'd by being depriv'd of greater 
Felicities, and forc'd into leſſer; yet (as the 


Beings likely to puniſh it are not periſnable bʒ 


it) Annihilation can be no reaſonable Puniſn- 
ment: We have an evident Deficiency of a 
Senſe or Senſes to perceive what the Eſſence of 
it is, and its Manner of operating and exiſting - 
at preſent, and in Futurity; but how it can 


ortal is not conceivable, from whence te 


Notion of this Mind's being an IMMor TAL 
SPIRIT becomes Irreſiſtible. 4 
XV. The Notion of a Providence is pro- 
ducd by obſerving real Matters of Fact, 
and Tranſactions of an interpoſing and pre- 


venting Power, which are not accounted for 


by common Conſequences, Chance, or any 
natural Cauſes. 3. el PRs 
XVI. All Religion which hinders the Uſe 

of Reaſon, deſtroys alſo the Uſe of the Notions 

of Juſtice and Wiſdom in the Mind of Man, 

which is the FounpaTiown on which the 

Knowledge of Go p and his Providence, and 

the Immortality of the Soul, is built; and is 
therefore a wicked Cheat, diſhonourable to 
Go - and True Religion, and injurious to Man- 

kind. | BEEN 

XVII. Religian, which teaches a farther 

Improvement of the RATIONAL Faculties of 

the Soul in this Life, and the Care of it aſter - 
ward, a Method of worſhipping Gon ſuitable 

to the grout Notions we have of his vaſt Wit 

dom and Power, à recommending ourlelyes to 


O 2 . his * 


„ 
his Providence here and hereaſter, is of indiſ- 


penſibie Beneßt and Le to. Mankind; the na- 


15 


n, Admira- 
tion, and Citriolity, excite 2 narural 3 


tive Diſpoſition of Self- 


towards it. 9 Jig 
This is che Original « ll Retigj gion, dhe 
8 FOUNDA ox on Which it is built, the EN 


to which it tends, andthe an to which 
it can be reducd and'try'd- 


XVII. Morulity is 2 Scheme: of: Paliticks 


' whereby a Man. may be happy himſelf, | wh 


make thoſe ſo with whom he converſes: 
ing Good to the Publick brings Honour and 


Riches; and regulating . Man's ſelf being 


Pleaſure and Health. 
Mis a prodent- Conduct 5 akich a Man re 
lates the Uſe of his Senſes, Appetites, Paſ- 
jons, and Deſires; and atts and clues what 
conduces moſt to his:Honour, Pleaſure, and 
re which being egually and anſeparg+ 
- bly regarded, N his Happineſs. : 
K. The Good and Ben of Govern- 
ment is for the Perſons.govern'd.2;- 
And this is the Original Law of Laws, and 
Authority of all Authorities, to which all Go- 


vernors and Gôvernment, Lars, Politicks, 
and Cuſtoms,” ſtand. referr'd, ang: are thereby | 


to be try d. 


XX. No . or Politics were :perſoR. 21 


the firſt Introduction of them, but are alter'd 
and alterable as the Good and Beneſit of the 
Nation doth more appear ar require: And if 
- there are any Laws, Foliticks, om ns yarn? 
thePublick or Bata Detrimert, tis juſt and 
neceſſary to alter them, e de is an "oy or 
bs wand: that hinders 175 e NN 


9 


0 W- 


\ 
> 


iy 
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Government founded an the General Go 
is ſelf deſenſible, and 


ar-Pleature, in looking for any other 
ty to govem hy, or form Schemes of Gern 
ment from, unleſs he hath ſomething to aſt ar 

vindicate that is antrary 10 MNarue, Jule, 


ä and Renſon. 


XXI. A Man Gay! have Right to the; pro- 
per Eſtate and Pofleſhans of his Predeceflor, 
** publiok Peace and Benefit. may make it 


| neceſſary tor im to ucceed in the Government: 


But there is no Native Right for one Man 
more than another, to aſſume Dominion over 


any People contrary to the general Canſeut, 


ce, and Benefit of thoſe People. 
III. 1 he whole Art of reducing Things 


to a Trial by Reaſon, conſiſts in Fortitude, 


That is, in an equitable Reſolutjon of the 


_ Will o chuſe and refuſe, according to the 


Diẽtates of the 


Judgment. 
The Judęgmant is an infallible Light and Dia 


ec whereby Juſtice may: be done in ere 
ding, and Equity in chuſ! | 

And the Sentence which is mid on ſuch a 
rational Trial, is a Uniyerſal Propoſition, a- 
dapted to the general Reaſon of Mankind, 2 
ſelt evident or Pat leaſt) an irreſiſtable Truth. 

Therefore, When any thing is offer'd, io 
which the Belief or Aſſent of the Judgment 
i W divide the Mind into Apprelenſian, 


Juggment, 


and has no Need of anyiather- 
Foundation or Defence but Name, Jaftjees and FFD 


R | 
N eee Buſwok, ; 
Authori- 


; 
f 
| 
6 
x 
(- 
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DC 
Judgment, and Will: If what is ſeen in the 
Apprebenſion be contrary to what is requir'd, 
the Judgment doth ſo determine it to be con- 
trary: And if there is nothing ſeen by the Ap- 
ehenfion, then hath the Judgment made no 
Dete nation. — 3 T4 5 
In either of theſe Caſes it may be boldly af- 
** firm'dand demonſtrated, that the Propoſer him - 
ſelf doth not belive it, nor hath any Faculty of 
his Mind had any thing to do with the Matter, 
but the Vill only; and his pretended Faith is 
an · idle airy Conceit, an unintelligible Chymera 
of the Phantaſy :* For the Seck ETH of the Art 
lies in obſerving that the DeTeRMINAT1ON 
oF THE JUDGMENT is INvoLUNTARYT, and 
pe _ Man may . _ another 
elieves. Or, more properly ſpeaking, w 
- have no Meaning at all, when' we ſay we Be 
tieve, but What cou'd more intelligibly be e- 
preſs'd by ſaying, we ſuppoſe, we aſſem to, or 
we know it to be more or leſs Poſſible, Probable, AÞ 
or Certain, according to this ScaLs. | 


Certain . 71, JT offible, 
Probable, e Indetermmable, = or Falſe, 
- And therefore, whoſoever would learn to 
Think and Speak juſtly, muſt learn to Think 
and Speak as if there were No ſtich Words as 
BETIEVYE and FAI TH; and he that durſt not, 
or cannot conceive TRHISs, is incapacitated for 
forming a right Underſtanding ; for HER lies 
the Impediment, and Tuis is the Grand Mr. . 
STERY of all the Confuſion and Error. | 
This Amuſement” being remov'd, the Rea- 
ſoning not on Notions, but on Matters of Fact 
and Appearances to Senſe, and an honeſt Ne- 
port made of what the Judgment dictates; Ar- 
„„ IENSES) | guing 


(2 
ing is then from Genes aL PER CET io to 
a GENERAL DETERMINATION, and an Aſ- 
ſent is as neceſſary and forcible as in Arithme- 
tick, ariſes exactly after the ſame Manner, is 
liable to no other Obſtruction nor Objection, 
and as eaſily attain'd as the firſt Rules thereof. 

* . this Method of Reaſoning yet more 
| Confider this Faculty of the Mind (moſt pro- 
perly) call'd Judgment, by its other Names or 
| Appearances, viz. Reaſon, Light of Nature, Con- 
ſcience, and Common Senſe, and it will eaſily 
appear that Mankind hath no other Faculties 
to underſtand any Matter by, or Ways of di- 
ſtinguiſhing one Thing from another: Nor is 
there any Knowledge, Determination, or Sa- 
lisfaction againſt it, or without it; neither can 

the Terror of Authority, or Amuſement of 

Argument, wholly ſtifle it. ; 

The 


Way then to diſcoyer Truth, is to con- 
ſider how Things appear to GENERAL Com- 
mon Senſe; that is to ſay, to Indifferent Per- 
ſons, or to very Perſon in the World, and to 
ſtand with Reſolution to the Reſult made on 
ſuch Conſideration. * 5H 
To prove the Truth of your Work, and 
ſhew that you have apprehended juſtly, and re- 
ſoly'd —_— according to the true Dictates 


of your Judgment, take this Sentence of Com- 


mon Senſe, (that is to ſay, the Reſult which 5 


is made on a rational Examination of the Caſe) 
and reduce it into Form by writing it down, 
and 'twill be found a plain, itreſiſtible, an 

ſelf-evident Truth, fitted for the general Rea - 
ſon of Mankind; that is, ſuch as every Man's 
Common Senſe and Reaſon cart help acknow- . 


ledging, 


1 . 


c appeats: to be to our own. A 


| 2 contradi the'Teſtimony of our on, and 
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atfynfbre than 3 3 8 5 
| thing; nyo Four, or pac ont boys 
_ exidemly true: brit- requires 4 Rule more In 
ſpection) hone Serenchen Four, nd Ninetsen 
make-Forty. he on G 


For there is no other Mymberyrin formüng a 
VUnderſtaading eee e | 


*] ge and Wiſdom.” but what B ES | in 
this ſhort Sentence: 

- Exert wh, Diſgonti and md uv Coin | 
Uſe of Common" See > 
For the univerſal Criterion ol Tru is no 
orher than this?: 
Jo ſay a Thing is what 1b, and what it 
pprehenſioni and 
judgment, that is to our own Conlon Senf 
and to the Apprehenſſon and Jadgment of al 
Mankind, that is to e Senſes, i * | 
to Sp EK TRUTH. 

Fo ſay 2 Thing 18 not 4/024 i; oy hat 
ir appears to be to'Univerſal common ene, but 


y Body's Common Senſe; x eg Lye. 
we is is he the U fel k EX80N, for which 
Men are anſwerable to thetaſelves and ta one 
another here; and if ever they are cal dito a 
Account for-; 7 eee, W WEE PE fot 
the Uſe or Abuſe of this. ; 

ON II awd the Flip of they! ns 


1 17 no regular Scheme 15 Principles, but 
. . the Re ligion Men have, and ſe ing wp nothing 


FH. 


— bY, 4 <> amore immoveably $3 by the an 
| aleeratie oy NS! which needs no Miraclbs 1 mw 
nor Force to ęſt it; 1772 no Authority can d 
rolators 7 re 255 Teſtimon q A "Trut 


Senſe and Conſcientes of every living If Books n 
and Letters wholly left, yet Reaſon w I fo! 25 
is avy Being which hath that bright —— of its Great Creator, rhe 


$f 2 ge ng Property of the Human Specieg, 


L _ FINIS. 


